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Sermons for the Month of September 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


XI. Heart or Jesus, Most Wortuy or ALL PRAISE 


We praise what we regard as good or excellent, and when we 
say that anything is good, either in itself or with reference to some- 
thing else, we are praising it. We praise a man when we say that 
he has a good disposition, or is of high birth, or distinguished by 
his position, office and dignity, or remarkable for his achievements. 
In all these different ways we may praise Jesus, our Lord and 
Saviour, but we praise Him also absolutely, not as if He were 
merely a man, or even a very great saint, and we say that His 
Sacred Heart is worthy of the highest,—worthy indeed of all praise, 
because it is most intimately connected with all that Christ is or 
has done. 

All that has been said hitherto in our meditations on the Sacred 
Heart is in Its praise, and however long we go on considering 
the petitions of this beautiful litany, we shall be forced to praise 
the beauty and majesty of the Sacred Heart with all our might, 
although our knowledge, and consequently also our praise of It, 
may fall short of what is rightly due to so glorious an object of 
adoration. 

Let us reflect to-day that the Sacred Heart is worthy of all praise, 
because It is the Heart of God Incarnate,—because Jesus, being 
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in the first place God, has from all eternity been worthy of all praise, 
and because, being in the second place Man, He has made Him- 
self worthy of the highest praise. 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who, in accordance with God’s 
eternal decree, assumed our human nature, so that He is at once 
God and Man. As Son of God He has always possessed the high- 
est honor and glory, enjoying them from all eternity with God the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, in whose divine nature He participates. 
St. John begins his gospel by saying: “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” The 
Divine Word, the Son of God, was God, having a divine nature, 
and therefore He was with God in possession of the highest 
honor. Our Lord God, although possessing the highest honor and 
glory, at the Creation called into existence beings which must have 
His outward honor as their ultimate end and aim, because they, 
being finite and limited creatures, must serve ultimately to promote 
His glory, as He is the highest of all Beings. Therefore ever since 
creatures had existed, the Son of God had received from them the 
greatest outward honor and glory, for “all things were made by 
Him, and without Him was made nothing that was made” (John i, 
3). According to St. Paul, He was “in the form of God,” and “thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God” (Phil. ii, 6). Now when the 
Son of God became Man, He still continued to be Son of God, as 
He had been from all eternity, and so He remained in possession 
of the highest honor paid both by God and by creatures. Every 
prayer, every song of praise raised by the spirits in heaven to mag- 
nify their Lord and Creator, honored Him also, as Son of God, 
even whilst He trod this earth in human form. Every sacrifice 
offered to God by the chosen people or by enlightened pagans was 
offered in His honor. Every ejaculation of praise, gratitude, 
prayer or contrition was addressed to Him, but His Sacred Heart 
participated especially in the honor paid to the Son of God, because 
It was a prominent part of His humanity, and all Its emotions and 
feelings were those of the Son of God. That is why we venerate 
It, make it the object of our devotion and even worship It as the 
Heart of God’s own Son. In this way we acknowledge It to be 
worthy of all praise, and since the Church has solemnly and re- 
peatedly approved of this devotion, and sanctioned its expression 
in special prayers at Mass and in the Divine Office, no Catholic 
is allowed to condemn the adoration and worship of the Sacred 
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Heart as incorrect or inadmissible. Therefore, in as far as the 
Heart of Jesus is the Heart of the Son of God, Its honor has always 
remained unchanged in heaven and on earth. 

But Jesus was also the Son of Man (Matth. viii, 20), having as- 
sumed the weakness of our human nature, and destined by the re- 
demption of the human race to restore the glory due to His heavenly 
Father on earth, and to earn for Himself the glorification of His 
human nature in heaven. Although, as St. Paul says, Jesus “de- 
based Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of man, and in habit found as a man” (Phil. ii, 7), in spite 
of all His humiliation, His heavenly Father bestowed praise and 
honor upon Him. Often both were united, and again and again 
whilst He was veiled in our nature, ignored and humiliated, a ray 
of divine glory pierced the surrounding gloom. When, after His 
birth at Bethlehem, His poor Mother laid Him in a manger, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds, who were watching 
their flocks, and the brightness of God shone round about them, 
and the angel brought them and all men tidings of great joy, say- 
ing: “This day is born to you a Saviour, Who is Christ the Lord, 
in the city of David” (Luke ii, 11). 

You see what honor was paid to the Heart of Jesus even as He 
lay in the manger. Besides the angels and the heavenly host, Mary 
and Joseph and the poor shepherds rejoiced at being permitted to 
recognize Jesus as their Lord and Redeemer, and to praise His 
Heart as that of their God and Saviour. 

Were not the wise men from the East led to Bethlehem by a 
wonderful star?—“They found the child with Mary His Mother, 
and falling down they adored Him, and opening their treasures 
they offered Him gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh” (Matth. ii, 
it). What an honor for the Heart of the Divine Child! How 
nobly did aged Simeon utter the praises of his Saviour, when he 
said: “Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, according 
to Thy word in peace, because my eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; a light to 
the revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel” 
(Luke ii, 29-31). All this praise referred to the Saviour, the 
Light of the World (John viii, 12), the promised Ruler of Israel, 
whom Simeon was holding in his arms, and whose Heart was that of 
his God and Creator. After our Lord’s hidden life at Nazareth, 
when the time came for His public ministry, He was extolled by 
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His holy forerunner, St. John the Baptist, who said: “He that shall 
come after me, is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 
bear; He shall baptize you in the Holy Ghost and fire” (Matth. iii, 
11). After the wonderful revelation that took place when our 
Lord was baptized in the Jordan, John pointed Him out to his 
disciples, saying: “Behold the Lamb of God” (John i, 36). 
O Heart of Jesus, ready to sacrifice Thyself for the sins of the 
world, Thou art worthy of all praise! Scarcely had Jesus entered 
upon His public ministry, and had “returned in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee,” when “the fame of Him went out through the 
whole country, and He taught in their synagogues and was mag- 
nified by all” (Luke iv, 14-15). O Heart of Jesus, worthy of all 
praise, can we refuse to give Thee what is Thy due? The multi- 
tudes of old were astonished at His doctrine, “for He taught as 
one having power” (Matth. vii, 29). How they must have extolled 
Him for His many miracles! Their praise culminated on the oc- 
casion of His last solemn entrance into Jerusalem, when the people, 
bearing palm branches in their hands, cried: “Hosanna, blessed is 
He that cometh in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel” 
(John xii, 13). The time of His passion was approaching, when 
His sacred humanity was to be overwhelmed with shame and in- 
sults, but this time was to be followed by His triumph, when He 
had conquered death and hell, and to this glorious triumph He 
bade His disciples look forward. He did not conceal from them 
the bitterness of His passion, but He spoke also of the glory that 
would succeed it. “The hour is come,” He said solemnly, “that 
the Son of Man should be glorified” (John xii, 23), and after He 
had preyed: “Father, glorify Thy Name,” a voice came from heaven. 
saying: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again” (v, 28). 
The Father had glorified His Name in Jesus Christ through many 
miraculous proofs of His power over nature and the hearts of 
men, but He purposed to glorify it yet more after His death through 
His Resurrection and Ascension, and through the miracles that 
would be wrought in the Church in the Name of Jesus. 

We may recall also our Lord’s solemn farewell discourse, when 
He lifted up His eyes to heaven and said: “Father, the hour is 
come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son may glorify Thee”; and 
further: “I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have finished the 
work which Thou gavest me to do; and now glorify Thou Me, O 
Father, with Thyself, with the glory which I had, before the world 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 1013 


was, with Thee” (John xvii, 1-5). Jesus, Son of God, begged His 
heavenly Father to glorify Him. By His teaching and miracles 
and His whole divine life on earth He had promoted His Father’s 
honor and glory amongst men, and therefore He had a right to 
praise and recognition from that Father, and so as Man He begged 
to share in the honor due to His divine nature before the world was 
made, when God the Son with the Father and the Holy Ghost ex- 
isted alone from all eternity. Our Lord’s prayer was granted, and 
since His Ascension He has sat in glory at the right hand of the 
Father. He dies no more, but His Sacred Body still bears the scars 
of wounds, the tokens of His victory, and His Heart is still pierced, 
for He has retained these marks of His Love. All the angels and 
saints, to whom He opened the gate of heaven, praise Him in His 
glory. In the Apocalypse St. John speaks of the great multitude 
which no man could number, clothed with white robes and holding 
palms in their hands, who cried with a loud voice: “Salvation to our 
God, Who sitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb” (Apoc. vii, 
9g, 10). We join in this everlasting song of praise addressed to 
the spotless Lamb of God, when we confess that the Heart of Jesus 
is worthy of all praise. It is entitled to praise in the first place be- 
cause It is the Heart of the Son of God, created in time, but be- 
longing to the Person of the Word; and, further, It merited all 
praise by every pulsation in honor of God the Father and for the 
redemption of mankind. 

To praise the Sacred Heart of Jesus should be our delight here 
on earth, as it is the constant joy of the blessed in heaven. If you 
wish your song of praise to be pleasing to our Lord, you must not 
aim at being praised yourselves. Say with St. Augustine: “Thou, 
O Lord, shalt be our glory, and for Thy sake we desire to be loved; 
Thy Name shall be feared in us” (Conf. i, 10 c. 36). The Sacred 
Heart is worthy of all praise; our hearts, being stained with sin, are 
daily worthy of blame and reproaches, and seldom of praise. Let 
us be just, therefore, and renounce all claim to praise for ourselves, 
seeking rather to promote the glory of the Sacred Heart. Every 
word spoken in Its honor, every prayer addressed to It, every hymn 
sung in Its praise will increase your love of our Lord, and dispose 
His gentle heart to forgive you your sins and to pardon the words and 
actions by which you have offended God. “Heart of Jesus, worthy 
of all praise, have mercy upon us!” 





SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


BY THE REV. FREDERICK REUTER 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEEK First THE KINGDOM oF Gop 


“No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will sustain the one and despise the other.” 

How infallibly true, my children, are these blessed words, falling 
from the lips of our Divine Lord Himself! ‘You can not serve 
God and the world. To render complete submission to two reign- 
ing sovereigns is not in the power of man. Why not then, while 
you are still young, take your oath of allegiance to the All Holy, 
lest time and circumstances should lure you to form an alliance with 
the world? On your choice will depend the right ordering of your 
life, the hope of a blissful eternity. 

A great king of the East was once at the point of death. Send- 
ing for his trusted servant, he directed him to take his winding- 
sheet and, having suspended it on a pole, to go through the streets 
of his capital, crying: “Stop and look, ye passers-by! This wind- 
ing-sheet is all the great Saladin will carry with him to the world 
beyond the grave!” We know not what effect the strange message 
had on the hearts of those who heard; only this we know, that as 
the king amid the splendors of his royal court had served no better 
master than the world, he could look for no reward. Shall we not 
learn from this to pledge our allegiance once for all to the eternal, 
everlasting God? 

The story is told of a certain rich man who, having surrendered 
himself body and soul to the fleeting pleasures of the world, deemed 
himself the happiest of men. One day he sat, as was his wont, 
whiling away his hours in ease and opulence, and musing thus with 
himself: “Am I not the happiest of mortals? A large fortune is 
mine, good health and friends innumerable. But one thing troubles 
me: I must die! Death alone can sever me from all I love. And 
after death? What does my faith teach me?” The salutary words 
of Holy Scripture flashed before his mind, and particularly the 
answer of Abraham to the rich man in hell: “Son, remember that 
thou didst receive good things in thy lifetime, but now thou art 
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tormented,” and he mused: “This, then, is what I must expect in 
the life to come. Ah! it is better to live in this world like the 
beggar, Lazarus, than to share the fate of the rich man in eternity. 
My God, teach me how to live aright!” His meditation and prayer 
did not prove futile. From that hour a truly Christian spirit took 
possession of his heart; he shared his goods with the poor, cared 
no more for the vain joys of the world, and thus merited for him- 
self the everlasting rewards of heaven. 

While the saints were on earth, their only thought was the king- 
dom of heaven, their only anxiety the means of obtaining it. Let 
us do likewise. What is all the glamor of the world if we lose our 
immortal souls? 

When .the blessed Bernard filled the office of sacristan in the 
convent of Santarem, two little boys were accustomed to go there 
daily to be instructed in the principles of their holy religion. While 
in the convent, the children were allowed to enter the small chapel, 
and there, not far from the high altar, they studied their lessons and 
ate their lunch. Attracted by the image of Mary holding Jesus in 
her arms, they one day addressed the Infant in all simplicity: “Dear 
holy Child, how is it that you always remain in Your blessed 
Mother’s arms? We will give you a share of our lunch if you but 
come down to us.” As a reward of their childlike faith in Him, 
the Divine Child did leave His holy Mother’s arms, and descended 
to the boys on the altar steps. So excessive became the love of 
Jesus in their hearts, that they cared for nothing but Him. Their 
parents, seeing the change wrought in the minds of their children, 
asked the reason of it, whereupon the little ones revealed to them 
their wonderful story. On Ascension Day, blessed Bernard’s two 
little pupils served his Mass and received holy Communion from 
his saintly hands. The Sacrifice being completed, he knelt with 
his little servers upon the altar steps, and commended his soul 
to God. Great was the astonishment of some of the brothers, 
about an hour afterwards, to find the three, still in their reverential 
attitude, dead at the foot of the altar, and the heavenly smile 
on their beautiful faces told that they had gone home forever to 
the Divine Child. 

My little boys and girls, like these good children, keep your souls 
free from the taint of sin and the Christ-Child will come to you too 
at the hour of your death. Be not solicitous about the things of the 
world. Your Father in heaven knows of what you stand in need, 
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and He will supply the deficiency if you but cast your care upon 
Him. “Seek ye. therefore, first the kingdom of God and His 
justice, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 





FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
HoMEWARD BouND 


In this life, my dear children, we tread the weary mazes of 
this world, ever looking forward to the goal—the light on the other 
side of the distant hills; hand-in-hand we plod onward, each one of 
us living our little life, till the great day when time for us shall 
be no more. Widely separated though the paths may be on this 
side of the grave, still we are all making for the same resting 
place—heaven! And so when a little child dies, our loving Mother, 
the Church, whispers to the sorrowing friends: ““Weep not! Your 
dear one has only gone before us to our heavenly home!” It was 
this thought that made St. Paul the Apostle exclaim, ‘“O Grave, 
where is thy victory? O Death, where is thy sting?” Aye, verily, 
death is merely a step from time to eternity; why, then, should 
it make us sorrowful? Why should we mourn for those that are 
lost to us now, but not lost forevermore? 

To the saints, death seemed ever a welcome event. Only by 
entering that portal, they knew, could they merit the face-to-face 
vision of their Lord. And why did they not fear the pangs and 
agonies of that final moment when the body severs its connection 
for a time from the soul? The only thing that makes death fearful, 
my dear children, is mortal sin; and, since the saints ever kept their 
souls undefiled in God’s sight, they were able to face the closing 
scene of this mortal existence without flinching. Thus let it be 
with us. If sin is unknown in our little world, death will be only 
God’s messenger to open for us the gates of life eternal. 

When St. Francis Borgia was a young man at the court of the 
Empress Isabella of Spain, he delighted in the plaudits and adula- 
tion of the world. Honor and fame seemed the keynote of his life. 
Gay, handsome and fascinating, he succeeded in winning an en- 
viable position both in court circles and in the social whirl. But 
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God did not allow him to barter his salvation for perishable things. 
Soon there came a lesson to his soul, taught by the Divine Pre- 
ceptor Himself. 

It happened that when he was Duke of Gandia his loved and 
esteemed empress died, and Francis was chosen to accompany 
her remains to the place of interment, as he had been numbered 
among her dearest friends. When the funeral cortege reached the 
royal burial place at Granada, the coffin was opened that the body 
might be identified. So repulsive was the sight that met the eyes 
of the beholders that they turned away in horror; that face, so 
lately the admiration of all Europe, was already a prey to the 
ravages of the tomb. On none did the dreadful spectacle make a 
more lasting effect than on the gay young Francis. When asked to 
verify the remains, he merely said: “Yes, this is indeed the bod - of 
Isabella,” but then, overcome with emotion, he thus addressed his 
dead sovereign: “Can this be you, O my beautiful queen? What 
has become of those eyes, once sparkling with the light and bril- 
liancy of youth? Ah! what has become of all your beauty, the 
admiration of your people and your nation?” On his return home 
Francis passed a restless night, the result of the harrowing scene 
he had so lately witnessed. Deep were his meditations on the 
vanity of human wisdom, and soon there was learned by his soul 
the lesson the Divine Master had come to teach: “True wisdom 
tells me to live only for God.” The soul was won, the sacrifice 
complete. From that hour Francis forsook the world and led hence- 
forth the life of a saint. 

My children, it is well for you to learn that death is no respecter 
of persons. Young and old, rich and poor, king and peasant, must 
all alike be obedient to that final summons that echoes beyond the 
grave. Nor will time or place be of any protection to you; by night 
or day, on land or sea, the thread of life may be cut, and then woe 
to you if you are found unprepared. ‘You know not the day nor 
the hour,” are our blessed Lord’s own words. 

In the reign of Henry VIII. of England there lived a man no- 
torious for his frivolous life and many crimes. The blessed Thomas 
More, having visited him on one occasion, begged him to change 
his evil life and do penance. “Oh! don’t be alarmed about me,” 
replied the hardened sinner. “I shall one day repent. There are 
three little words that shall act as a talisman for me at the last— 
‘Lord, pardon me.’” “Ah! my friend,” answered blessed Thomas, 
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“take care. You may still lose your soul.” But the advice was lost 
on the unfortunate man; he continued to live in sin as before. 

Not long afterwards, it happened that, being on horseback, he had 
occasion to cross a bridge that spanned a deep river. A mere trifle 
caused the horse to start, and with one wild bound the animal 
jumped with its luckless rider over the parapet into the river. The 
onlookers heard his words, “May the devil—,” but the curse died 
on the lips that uttered it, for the unhappy man was never seen 
alive again. Such, my children, is the risk of relying on a death- 
bed conversion. 

We should learn early in life, my children, to provide for our- 
selves treasures beyond the grave. Let us not trust to the suffrages 
of others when our eyes are closed in death. Once the sod is placed 
over our mortal remains, we are soon forgotten. The tears that 
fall so freely on the day of our burial will speedily be dried, the sor- 
rowing heart comforted, and we will be but a memory even to our 
dearest friends. It behooves us then to work while we have yet 
time. Let us lead lives of such purity and goodness that when 
death comes to summon us from the midst of our loves ones, we will 
answer his call not with tears and trembling, but with a trustful 


smile and a clear conscience. May our last words be: “My Lord 
Jesus, call me to dwell with You in the home of the blessed of Your 
Father !” 





@ 


SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SANCTIFYING THE Lorp’s Day 


In six days Almighty God created the world, according to 
the teachings of Holy Scripture, and on the seventh He rested. 
Now why, my children, did the Most High put it into the mind of 
the inspired writer to tell us of this day of rest? To show us that 
we, too, need to set aside a day of repose, a day of contemplation 
and recollection, that our hearts may not become too enamored 
of the things of this world. ‘Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath 
day,” says the little catechism that teaches us the principles of the 
religion of Christ. But how do many of our young people sanctify 
Sundays and holy days? By hearing Mass? Notso. It is an un- 
fortunate truth that a large number of Catholics are Catholic only 
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in name, since they disregard entirely the Commandments of God 
and His Church. Instead of sanctifying the Lord’s Day, by assist- 
ing at Mass and attending other religious devotions, they while 
away their time in sensual enjoyments and worldly pleasures. Alas 
for them, that they forget, ‘“Now is the acceptable time; now is the 
day of salvation!” 

The severest punishments of God are often meted out to those 
unhappy souls, who thus neglect the precepts of our holy Mother 
the Church. It is related that certain tradesmen of Gubic had on 
one occasion gone to a public fair held in the town of Cisterno. 
When all their merchandise had been disposed of, two of them be- 
gan to make arrangements for returning home: they planned to set 
out at dawn on the morrow, a Sunday. But a third one objected to 
this, saying that he did not wish to start on the homeward journey 
without first being present at the Sacrifice of the Altar. He added, 
however : “That will not delay us much. We can hear Mass early in 
the morning, and after a slight repast take our departure.” His 
companions, not wishing their plans upset, would not agree to this. 
“Almighty God,” they argued, “will not punish us if we omit Mass 
just this once.” So the next morning at the first break of dawn 
they departed, leaving their comrade: to follow them later. 

In course of time the eager travelers reached the river Corfun, 
which a heavy rain of the previous night had swollen to such a de- 
gree that its angry waters flowed like a raging tide. No sooner had 
the unfortunate men gained the middle of the bridge that spanned 
the stream, when the entire structure gave way, consigning the un- 
happy traders to a watery grave. At the sound of the terrific crash 
the villagers ran excitedly from all directions, eager to render assist- 
ance to those whose lives were endangered, but their efforts were 
of no avail. All they could do was recover the bodies of the lost. 
Soon afterwards the third tradesman reached the river. Seeing 
the crowd of people standing on its banks, he joined them only to 
recognize the mortal remains of his two companions lying side by 
side. When he heard the sad story he knelt and returned thanks 
to God for having saved him from a like fate. To his dying day 
he remembered it was the holy Sacrifice of the Altar that had been 
his preservation. 

The Mass, my dear children, is the source of many blessings to 
those who assist devoutly at its celebration. For the sinner it merits 
the grace of repentance; for the just, that of perseverance. Not 
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unfrequently, also, it bestows remarkable temporal favors on the 
needy. | 

How sublime then, my children, how all-sufficient must not the 
holy Sacrifice of the Altar be, that merits such a reward. God asks 
of us this favor but once a week: “Come to My House of Prayer 
at least for half an hour on Sunday morning. I have many good 
things in store for you. Will you refuse them?” Yet in spite of 
pressing invitations and repeated promises, how many with reck- 
less indifference do not remain away? Be not like the guests 
whom the king invited to his son’s marriage feast: “And they 
would not come.” The moments of the Mass are the most precious 
ones of the whole week. Why, then, should we slight them? In 
that short space Jesus sits enthroned on the altar, His heart burning 
with ardent desire to soothe our sorrows, calm our sighs. How 
wounded and heartsore must He not feel when we reject His invita- 
tion and heed Him not. 

It is said that blessed John Berchmans when he first went to 
school at the age of seven, was observed day after day leaving 
home very early. On being questioned, the holy boy acknowledged 
that he attended several Masses every morning in order to bring 
the blessing of God upon his school life. He was a mere child, 
younger than many of you, my children, and see what he did. Is 
there any excuse for us then? Like the sea-tossed mariner who 
often must steer into the harbor to have the stock of his ship 
replenished, so, too, must we seek the haven of the House of 
God, that by the holy Sacrifice of the Mass we may gain renewed 
strength to cope with the fierce assaults of temptation. 





SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


On INTIMATE TERMS WITH GoD 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and 
with thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind.” This is the greatest 
and the First Commandment. 

Have you ever tried, my dear children, to learn the significance 
of this “greatest and First Commandment,” as God wishes you to 
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learn it? What does it mean? In simple language, it means to be 
on intimate terms with God. The youngest of you gathered here 
knows what it is to love your parents: You want to be always with 
them; you long to see your gentle mother’s face looking down on 
you when you open your eyes at the break of day; you wish to be 
the first to greet father when he wearily plods his way homeward 
after a hard day’s work; you twine your little arms about their 
necks, look up into their tender eyes, and draw their faces down to 
yours for a kiss. And these are some of the outward marks of 
love, my children, that you exhibit towards your parents; it is 
being united on terms of the warmest intimacy with those who take 
God’s place in your regard. Now, how are we to be in close rela- 
tion with God Himself? How are we to love Him? With our 
whole heart, with our whole soul, and with all our mind. When 
the little eyelids open in the morning, and the little body is clothed 
for the day, then you should kneel down and give your morning greet- 
ing to God; when the little head is aching and you don’t know what 
to do because of the pain, an aspiration to Jesus in the Tabernacle, 
a thought of all He endured for us, may help you to bear this slight 
suffering for love of Him; when the little eyes won’t stay open 
more than a minute longer, a look at Jesus, a last thought for Him, 
will coax Him to watch tenderly over you during the night. And 
that means loving Jesus; letting Him pass judgment on our little 
cares and sorrows, and sharing with Him our joys. This is giving 
our whole heart to Him. Can not all of you do this, my children? 

St. Ephrem used to cry out, “Lord, retire for a little while; my 
weak nature cannot endure such love”; and St. Francis Xavier ex- 
claimed, “Lord, it is enough!’ Why were the saints filled with such 
rapture that they would fain withdraw from the consolations of God? 
Because having surrendered themselves to Him with all their hearts, 
they had thereby obtained a foretaste of heaven. No matter in what 
condition of life we are placed, we too may win for ourselves a 
like reward if we model our lives on the angelic lives of God’s own 
saints. 

In the desert of the Thebaid there lived a holy man named Paph- 
nutius, the most perfect of all the hermits who dwelt there. Hour 
by hour and day by day he strove to advance in perfection, that he 
might thus make himself more acceptable to God. One day he 
prayed with fervent supplication that if there was anyone then 
near more perfect than himself, God should enlighten his mind 
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and show him where the holy man was, that he might seek 
him and learn more of the principles of sanctity. The Almighty 
heard his prayer and directed him to go to a certain city where he 
would find the one most acceptable to the heart of God. Betaking 
himself thither, Paphnutius saw in the market place a poor man 
playing a street organ, surrounded by a jolly, dancing crowd. Im- 
mediately an interior voice seemed to whisper that the street musician 
was the man he sought. When an opportunity presented itself, 
Paphnutius inquired of him: “My good man, tell me in what 
way do you serve God?” to which the other replied, “Father, I am 
a very great sinner. Years ago I was a robber by trade, but, 
by the grace of God I repented of my crimes, and now I am trying 
to make reparation for my past life.” Marvelling at the answer he 
had received, the saint returned to his desert home, blessing God, 
Who in His abounding mercy gave to the poor people of the world 
means to become as perfect as the monk in his monastery. 

Perhaps you have often wondered, my children, how the martyrs 
in the first ages of the Church, and even at the present day 
in pagan countries, exhibit such wonderful cheerfulness despite the 
dreadful tortures to which they are subjected. The reason is, they 
have passed their lives in the sunlight of God’s grace. See the 
soft, radiant smile on their features, the bright, beaming look in 
their eyes, and you will not need to be told that they possess the 
key to true happiness, the life-giving grace of the Almighty. The 
more He reigns in our soul, the more peace and happiness will be 
ours. The less we give Him of our heart’s affection, the less con- 
tentment will we enjoy either here or hereafter. 

It is related of a little boy in Brittany that he was accustomed to 
row across a nearby river to hear Mass on Sunday, in the only 
church that was accessible to the country people. With the 
greatest fervor he attended the holy Sacrifice, and received our 
dear Lord in the Sacrament of His love. Then when his thanks- 
giving was over, he would linger by the altar-railing, as though 
loathe to go. Finally, when the clock struck the hour of departure, 
he would lovingly throw a kiss of farewell to the Tabernacle door 
and say: “Good-bye, dear Lord, but only for a little while. Sunday 
will soon be here again.” And with a parting sigh he was off, 
strengthened to bear his trials for another week. 

Would you doubt for a moment, my dear children, that that 
brave little heart was on intimate terms with God? Surely, 
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the Divine Tenant of the Tabernacle guided his every step, because 
of his childlike absolute trust. Oh! if we were at all like him, we 
would realize only too fully the meaning of the words of holy 
Scripture, “Taste and see that the Lord is sweet.” This world 
would no longer be for us a “vale of tears,” but the outer court of 
Paradise. 





SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow.”—Matth. vi, 28. 


Many men who reject the revealed Word of God turn their 
attention to nature, and maintain that the contemplation of its 
beauties awakens within them feelings of devotion. This is 
quite possible, as God speaks to us through all His creatures, but 
whoever listens only to their voices can never attain to a true 
knowledge of God. If it were otherwise, no one would know Him 
better than the savage tribes, who are born under the shade of 
ancient trees and grow up surrounded by the wonders of nature. 
It is true that God’s voice is heard in nature, but it is easily mis- 
understood, if no other call is heeded. We see this in the case of 
the Greeks and Romans, who indeed perceived the presence of 
a Divine force in the rustling of the leaves, the soughing of the wind, 
the ripple of the brooks and rivers, as well as in the roar of the 
waves, but they made the mistake of ascribing each single phe- 
nomenon of nature to a distinct deity. The voice that speaks to us 
through nature is intelligible only if God has previously spoken 
to us through revelation. This was the case in Paradise, where 
natural beauties, far surpassing any that we know, appealed to the 
hearts of our first parents; but all the sweet sights and sounds 
would have remained unintelligible, had not God Himself, as we 
read in Holy Scripture, instructed Adam. Whenever, therefore, 
guided by God’s hand and by His holy religion, we go forth into 
the open country, the voice of nature makes itself clearly heard, 
and we understand its meaning; it leads us to God, and not away 
from Him. This is true, not only when we are walking amidst 
beautiful scenery, but whenever we examine any natural object, 
or study the natural sciences, which are really useful only if we 
are guided by a true recognition of God’s power. 

In to-day’s Gospel we read how Christ told His disciples to look 
at nature: “Consider the lilies of the field.” He did not refer to 
things necessary for the maintenance of life, such as corn, but He 
pointed to the lilies, the wild flowers that adorned the meadows. 
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow.” As far as you 
know they serve only to delight your eyes, and yet God preserves 
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them; small and insignificant as they may be, they are evidence 
of His infinite love, for He even takes care that their beauty and 
fragrance shall be a source of joy and refreshment to His children. 
Let the sight of wild flowers remind you to be grateful to God for 
His infinite love and kindness. You ought not merely to look at 
them and be pleased with them, nor gather them only to forget 
them and throw them away; no, you ought to consider them atten- 
tively and learn a lesson from them. In obedience to God’s will, 
the tiny plants grow from the seed, and shoot up, putting forth 
little buds that gradually unfold and become beautiful blossoms. 
They grow until they have fulfilled the purpose for which they 
were created. Thus, says our Saviour, should you learn from the 
lilies of the field to accomplish the task for which you were created. 
Just as the flowers attain their physical perfection, so ought you to 
try to attain your spiritual perfection, and constantly advance 
toward it. God has implanted in you a tendency to struggle up- 
ward, and there should be no interruption in your spiritual growth 
and progress on the way to heaven. This is the lesson to be learned 
from the lilies of the field and from every tiny flower. We show 
our gratitude to our merciful God best by conforming to His holy 
will. Therefore let us go forward, let us continually rise higher, 
and then we shall be acting in accordance with His bidding, which 
makes itself known to believers through the flowers of the field. 
Just as the lilies of the field grow without laboring or spinning, 
so do we grow spiritually by God’s grace. Without Him we can 
do nothing, but by the help of His grace we can accomplish any- 
thing. The flowers cling with their roots to the earth, whence 
God supplies them with nourishment, and we, too, must cling with 
all our might to His grace, which alone enables us to grow and 
prosper. We must cooperate with grace, and then we shall con- 
tinue to advance towards heaven; this fact is revealed to us in the 
character of that Lily to whom the Church applies the words of 
Holy Writ: “As the lily among thorns, so is My love among the 
daughters” (Cant. ii, 2). We all know this beautiful Lily, sur- 
passing all other human beings in purity and goodness; she was 
addressed by the angel as blessed among women. In comparison 
with her all others are like thorns, but she alone was always free 
from even the smallest taint of sin. We all know and honor the 
name of Mary, and if we think of her, we may assign a second 
meaning to the words, “Consider the lily,” and remember how she 
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grew in grace and in God’s favor throughout her whole life. She 
was full of grace and the Lord was with her, and she merited extra- 
ordinary graces by never failing to make good use of all the grace 
that she received; she co-operated zealously with it, and thereby 
attained to the glory that she now enjoys in God’s garden in heaven, 
Yes, let us often look at Mary, the Lily beside the throne of God; 
and whenever we utter or hear her name, let us call to mind that 
her only aim in life was to grow and increase in virtue and per- 
fection. May her holy name encourage us, too, to do our best to 
make progress in all that is good; not to stand still, nor to slip back 
into lukewarmness and indifference, but to press forward and up- 
ward, always advancing on the way to heaven. May the most holy 
Virgin Mary, the Lily among thorns, obtain us grace to act thus 
to-day and always. Amen. 





FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”—Gal. v, 25. 


The raising of the widow’s son at Naim may remind us that we 
ought to let Christ raise us to a new life in the spirit, and through 
and with Him we should lead a life pleasing to God. St. Paul 
teaches us this lesson in to-day’s epistle. 

If our life is to be truly pious, we must do everything in the 
spirit of Christ, for whatever is done without that spirit is worth- 
less in God’s sight. True piety rejects prayers, ceremonies and 
exterior practices of devotion if they are devoid of the inward 
spirit of devotion, humility and obedience; but it retains carefully 
such exterior devotional practices as are penetrated with the spirit 
of true piety and earnest striving after virtue, and are calculated 
to give life and vigor to this interior spirit of religion. 

There are, for instance, many acts of mortification that have been 
practiced by holy men and women in every age, and have helped 
them to make progress in virtue, and to subjugate their flesh to 
their spirit. This last is the chief object of all exterior practices 
of mortification, for, although the spirit is willing, the flesh is weak, 
and therefore the concupiscence of the flesh must be curbed, and 
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the body brought as far as possible under the dominion of the 
mind. How could the spirit remain free from sin, if it were not 
strong enough to subdue the lusts of the flesh. 

Works of exterior mortification, besides enabling the spirit to 
gain dominion over the flesh, help also to foster a spirit of pen- 
ance, and to obtain many graces from God, provided they are done 
for love of Him. As we read in Holy Scripture, wisdom is not 
found in the land of them that live in delights (Job xxviii, 13). 
The chief means of outward mortification are solitude, fasting, 
vigils, and other discomforts, that we impose upon ourselves for 
love of God. Many of the saints practised all these things, and 
although it is not permissible for us to follow their example with- 
out ‘advice, it is well to know something about them, partly that the 
attractions of the world may not cause us entirely to neglect or 
ridicule them, and partly that we may not, through mistaken zeal, 
regard these merely external penances as constituting true piety, or 
injure our bodily health without promoting the welfare of our 
souls. We ought also to know what mortifications it is safe and 
expedient to practise in our daily life. Many of the saints had 
recourse to terrible austerities; they fasted, scourged themselves, 
deprived themselves of sleep, and wore instruments of penance; 
we hear of some who withdrew into solitary places and lived in 
caves or in the desert, communing only with God; others fasted so 
strictly that they seemed to live on Holy Communion alone, whilst 
others never wearied of spending whole nights in prayer and praise, 
and of frequently employing instruments of penance. 

Very various opinions are expressed with regard to all these 
austerities, which are condemned by some as absolute folly. Yet 
our Lord’s words, “By their fruits you shall know them,” lead us 
to think otherwise. If the men and women who did these things 
had displayed obstinacy and selfishness, or had clung to their faults, 
we should have had to concur in the common opinion and say: 
“Yes, we may know them by their fruits; all that these people did 
was folly.” But what fruits did they actually produce? We read 
of the humility and modesty of these ascetics, how they forgot 
themselves in their zeal for the good of others, how heroically they 
‘resisted the greatest temptations, how by their example and teach- 
ing they helped to save thousands, and committed only the trifling 
faults due to human frailty, and if we then call to mind our Lord’s 
words, “By their fruits you shall know them,” we have to ac- 
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knowledge their spiritual life to have been so glorious that their 
external mortifications can not possibly have been foolish. 

The saints certainly were prompted by God to act as they did, 
therefore they can not be charged with folly; the charge is more 
applicable to those who criticize them. It is, however, foolish to 
imitate them recklessly. Some people in their excessive zeal re- 
solve to practise the austerities of the saints, not perceiving that 
what was heroic virtue on their part, because they acted in the 
spirit of obedience to God’s special impulse, is in their own case 
folly, if not actual sin, because it is undertaken without, or even 
against the will of God. Such people are only too apt to display, 
as the fruits of their austerities, obstinacy, disguised under a pious 
exterior—pride and persistence in faults that are manifest to all 
except themselves. The result of their uncalled for and extra- 
ordinary austerities is always folly, if it is nothing worse, but they 
try to justify it by quoting the examples of the saints. By their 
eccentricities they attract attention, and yet are plainly full of 
faults, and consequently the world looks down, not only upon them, 
but upon the religion that they profess, as.if it inculcated such per- 
verse exaggerations. Therefore, all that such people accomplish 
with their ostensible mortification is to bring discredit upon religion. 

That we may avoid making mistakes with regard to external 
mortification, and find the right path to follow in our own lives, 
we ought to know the rules under which alone it is right to practise 
it. The consideration of these rules must be deferred until we 
make our next meditation; but let us now renew our resolution to 
avail ourselves of the little opportunities for mortification that 
occur every day, and to examine ourselves daily on our fidelity to 
this practice. Especially let us strive to become more like the 
saints in virtue, above all in their heroic charity towards God and 
man, and in their obedience and piety. Amen. 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


“For this cause I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
... that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened by His spirit with might unto the inward man.”—Eph, iii, 14, 16. 


As all outward mortifications are merely means of perfection, 
and not an end in themselves, they ought to be recommended and 
employed only in as far as they do not interfere with health, nor 
with the performance of the ordinary duties of life. Hence we 
ought to be very cautious in recommending others to practise 
austerities, and in imitating the things done by others. All morti- 
fications have the same object, viz., to bring us nearer to Christian 
perfection, but the means employed must necessarily vary accord- 
ing to the age, constitution, character, circumstances and position 
of each individual. In the same way all medical treatment aims at 
the restoration of health, but the remedies prescribed vary accord- 
ing to the disease from which the patient is suffering and his phy- 
sical peculiarities. 

How absurd it would be to give to one patient the medicine pre- 
scribed for another, and to imagine that a drug which proved 
beneficial in one case, must be a cure for all sick people, no matter 
what malady they have! The absurdity of this is plain to every- 
body, but some of us do not recognize the folly of a similar treat- 
ment of the soul, which is of more value than the body. 

It does not at all follow, because a confessor orders one man to 
practise one particular mortification, that another person ought to 
practise it too; on the contrary, what is beneficial to one may be 
harmful to another, and therefore we ought not to tell others what 
penance has been imposed upon us at our Confession. If we see 
others practising this or that mortification, it does not follow that 
we should imitate them. Let us do what is good for us individually, 
according to our confessor’s advice. Imitation in this respect has 
often done much harm, for, even if the mortifications imitated are 
not injurious, people are sure to say: “What kind of piety is this, 
that does this or that simply in order not to be unlike others?” 
Experience teaches us that those who do things that attract atten- 
tion, solely from a desire to copy others, are equally ready to copy 
what is bad. It is my duty to caution you never to put yourselves 
forward to guide or counsel others with regard to any extra- 
ordinary works of mortification. We can not be too zealous in 
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encouraging others to observe the ordinary rules and duties of 
religion, but we ought to act with extreme care when any question 
_arises of extraordinary works, which can be beneficially under- 
taken only after a thorough investigation has been made of the 
circumstances of each person. Some are only too ready to give 
advice, but it is not easy to acquire both the general knowledge of 
mankind and the particular knowledge of the individual, which 
alone can enable anyone to decide whether a work, good in itself, 
will be useful and advantageous in some particular case. With 
regard to bodily sickness, we often see that ignorant people, with 
all the good will in the world, do a great deal of harm by their 
advice, and precisely the same thing is true with regard to the soul. 

All the saints are agreed that, in practising works of exterior 
mortification, it behooves us to be on our guard against injuring 
our health and strength. This is a proof that their penances, 
which would destroy our health or perhaps actually kill us, were 
performed by them only because God gave them special sanction. 
On this subject St. Thomas Aquinas writes: “We ought to judge 
of the end and of the means conducive to it in different ways; the 
end (viz., perfection) should be sought unreservedly; but, in ap- 
plying the means, we must always take into consideration whether 
they are conducive to the attainment of the end in the case of the 
person applying them. Hence, continues the saint, it is important 
to reflect that in the spiritual life the end is perfection ; but fasting, 
vigils and other bodily austerities are only means, and should there- 
fore be applied with reasonable moderation, so as to overcome the 
passions without injuring the health, as St. Paul tells us, when he 
says: “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, pleasing unto 
God, your reasonable service” (Rom. xii, 1). 

St. Jerome says that whoever injured his body immoderately by 
such exterior mortifications, offered God a sacrifice obtained by 
violence and robbery. St. Basil expresses a similar opinion when 
he writes: “Let it be regarded as more honorable and profitable to 
provide for the preservation and increase of physical strength, than 
to diminish it by mistaken austerities; let it be thought better to 
keep the body strong and healthy, so that it may be of service in 
doing good works, than to exhaust it by excessive mortification.” 
St. Bernard, too, agrees with the saints to whom I have just re- 
ferred, and gives a reason, derived from sad experience, for care- 
fully avoiding excessive severity in this respect. He says that 
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people who go too far in their blind zeal as a rule grow tired of all 
the exercises of piety, and either return to a worldly existence, or, 
under the pretext of wishing to recover their strength, indulge in 
every imaginable luxury, even in those that are sinful. All excess, 
even in what appears to be good, leads to a lamentable end. 

There is no need for me to prove that our exterior mortification 
ought no more to interfere with the performance of our ordinary 
duties than be prejudicial to our health. Our duty is always the 
chief thing for us to keep in view, as it is imposed upon us by God, 
and is the expression of His will. It is by no means right to under- 
take any voluntary good works that cause us either to neglect our 
duty, or to discharge it in an imperfect manner; it is in fact abso- 
lutely wrong, and an unmistakable token of thoroughly false piety, 
unless the mistake is due to some mental weakness. 

To sum up what I have said to-day: We may be sure that no 
exterior practices of mortification ought to injure our health or 
interfere with our duties. Let us be guided by this principle, and 
we shall then be in no danger of giving way to false piety, for we 
shall undertake such practices only as are conducive to our true 
welfare. Amen. 





SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole soul and with thy whole mind.”—Matth. xxii, 37. 

When God commands us to love Him, it is not because He de- 
rives any advantage, pleasure or additional honor from our doing 
sO; it is inevitable that a creature must glorify God, but man, who 
possesses reason, has it in his power to glorify Him voluntarily or 
involuntarily. If a man turns to God in love and seeks Him in all 
that he does, thinks or speaks; if he makes God’s glory his aim 
throughout life, rather than his own welfare; if he cares little about 
possessing other things, and desires chiefly to be intimately united 
with his Creator, he is glorifying God voluntarily, and this volun- 
tary service is meritorious to himself. If, on the other hand, he 
is indifferent towards God, making himself and not God the object 
of all his exertions, if he even goes so far as to cherish feelings of 
hostility to God and His holy Commandments; if he is lost in self- 
love or in love of created things so completely as to care nothing 
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at all for God, and, having lost all faith, to idolize himself alone 
and worship material objects, he must still glorify God, although 
he does so involuntarily. He can not help glorifying God’s wisdom 
and power that are manifested in man’s inability, in spite of all his 
efforts, to alter the decrees of God. Thus Joseph’s brethren glori- 
fied God’s wisdom, for, when they despised the Lord and His Com- 
mandments and sold their brother into slavery, they were actually 
assisting to carry out God’s designs. 

Goliath mocked the people of Israel and their God, but he was 
giving an opportunity to God’s loving providence to reveal itself, 
and he was overcome and slain by the hand of the youngest and 
most insignificant among the chosen people. Nabuchodonosor 
commanded divine honors to be rendered to his statue, but his 
wickedness only contributed to God’s glory, for his real weakness, 
and the weakness of all who rebel against God, became apparent 
when he went mad. Those who refuse to love God, can not help 
contributing to His glory, in spite of their bad will, for in their 
case His justice is revealed, and after vainly struggling against 
His will, they are finally overtaken by eternal punishment. It de- 
pends, therefore, upon a man’s will whether he loves God, and by 
loving Him glorifies Him and obtains his own salvation; or whether, 
turning away from God, he glorifies Him by his own weakness and 
suffering, and finally loses his own soul. 

When our Saviour told us that the Commandment requiring us to 
love God was the first and greatest of all the Commandments, He 
was aiming at nothing but our good; and to-day’s Gospel is a 
loving admonition to be careful for our own salvation. Why are 
we often so lukewarm, doing right in a mechanical way, by force 
of habit, rather than zealously and with real interest in the wel- 
fare of our souls? We act in a most contradictory way, for we 
forget and neglect what is indispensable to our happiness, although 
there is innate in all our hearts a constant craving after it. The 
care for our own salvation should be the most important business 
of our lives, for it affects something infinitely more desirable than 
all the advantages of this world. If we are really anxious to be 
saved, we shall seek the love of God, indestructible, unchanging— 
peace of heart and eternal bliss. Our salvation means our being 
united with the great, wise, loving God, our knowing Him as He 
is, in all His infinite grace and mercy, our recognizing in all His 
works the unfathomable greatness of His power, our loving Him, 
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as children love their father, though with a far closer and more 
heartfelt love, having no wishes or cravings apart from this love, 
but being filled with peace and joy, such as our feeble, perishable 
hearts now can not contain. 

If we think of this glory in God, this intense, ineffable love of 
Him, is it possible for us not to wish most earnestly to attain to it? 
Must not every other longing, every dream of earth vanish before 
it? Are we not drawn irresistibly towards Him who is our All? 
Can any desire for earthly things make us deaf to the call of this 
holy love and of eternal happiness? 

Man exerts himself to win prosperity in this world, although it 
is often a mere phantom, so fleeting as to deserve rather to be de- 
scribed as misery. Our only true happiness, our only true joy, 
truth, clearness of vision and bliss are in heaven. Let this be our 
aim, let us not cast away our treasure in heaven for the sake of 
the filth of earth. Yet this simile is most inadequate; for we are 
speaking of something absolutely indescribable, the possession of 
God Himself. Can we throw this aside for some fleeting advantage 
here? No; it is indispensable for us to labor earnestly for our own 
salvation, in order to secure it. You all know the parable of the 
five foolish virgins, who, having no oil, went too late to purchase 
some, and consequently came to the bridegroom’s door only to find 
it closed, and to hear Him say: “I know you not.” If now, in the 
days of our health, whilst we have strength and vigor, we do not 
trouble to know Jesus and His love, if we have in our hearts no 
fire of love, no ardent longing to serve God and please Christ, if 
our good works do not shine with light, how shall we fare at the 
hour of death, when through our whole being rings the cry: “The 
Bridegroom cometh” ? 

Black darkness will prevail within us, for the joys of this world 
will no longer charm us as in our time of health; the consolations 
of the world will leave us cold, and even if we try to persuade our- 
selves that our illness is not dangerous, we shall still hear the cry: 
“The Bridegroom cometh.” Then we shall look for the lamp that 
has perhaps long been extinguished; and it may be that with sor- 
row we shall have to confess: “It burned brightly in my childhood, 
but gradually I forgot this lamp of Divine love, and now it has 
gone out and lies neglected in some obscure corner.” In our urgent 
need we may look for it and try to set light to it, but we shall have 
no oil; the good works that we have failed to do can not then be 
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accomplished. It is possible for the foolish virgins to find mercy 
at the last hour, but the merit that they failed to secure is gone 
for ever. Let us be eager now to make our salvation sure. Let us 
set to work quietly, but with determination, and labor at our task 
by fervent prayer, by faithful fulfilment of our duties, by obedience 
and by conquering the enemy, who, like a roaring lion, goeth about 
seeking whom he may devour. Do not put off matters until to- 
morrow, for your enemy who desires your ruin will not postpone 
his assaults; he is always awake, and will miss no opportunity of 
destroying you when he finds you off your guard. To-morrow 
may never come, so do your best to-day to secure your salvation, 
for perhaps the night is already close at hand, when no man can 
work. Amen. 





SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
LIVING UP TO OUR RELIGION 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“I say then, walk in the spirit.”—Epistle of the day. 


SYNOPSIS.—To walk in the spirit means for us TO LIVE UP TO OUR RELIGION. 
On this I shall speak to-day. 

Go back to the beginning of our religion: imagine one standing at the 
empty tomb of Christ. He realizes the truth of the Angel's words. “He 
is risen.” Suppose a flash of supernatural light to reveal to him the 
whole meaning of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. This could 
be summed up in the words of St. Paul: “He was delivered up for our 
sins, and rose again for our justification.” The mental vision of the 
disciple we are imagining would have to travel backward and forward to 
see in its fulness the meaning of the life and death of Jesus summed uf 
in these words. “Sin” and “Justification”: these two words carry us 
back to the beginning of man’s history, and forward to the end of the 
world. Let us cast our mental vision back to the beginning: for the 
future—I will not ask you to go beyond what to us is present. 

The natural and supernatural endowments bestowed upon man at his 
creation—Understanding, will, etc. in the NATURAL order: the reward 
that would have been man’s in this order.. But God raised man to a 
supernatural state and order, of which the goal is the face to face vision 
of God in Heaven. God would not, however, lead man to this end with- 
out man’s cooperation; yet no service of man could earn this reward; 
and in man is, naturally, no capacity for the vision of God. Hence was 
necessary the supernatural gift of sanctifying grace. This was given to 
our first parents; and should have been handed down to us by generation. 
You know the sad history of how Grace was lost by sin—the consequences 
to us. Sin brought death, especially spirituaL death, 

But Christ “was delivered up for our sins,” obtaining pardon of sin on 
the Cross, and making possible once more the attainment of our high 
destiny. But how is it true that He “rose again for our justification?” 
Brethren, THE FRUITS OF CHRIST'S PASSION HAVE TO BE APPLIED TO EACH 
INDIVIDUAL SOUL THROUGHOUT THE AGES. How this is done?—God has 
appointed a way by which the risen Christ still lives and works amongst 
us. “I am the Vine, you are the branches;” the “Head,” and the “Body” 
—in other words the Catholic Church. Christ rose again for many 
reasons, among them that He might live on in the Church. 

So the disciple whom we imagined, looking forward, would have seen 
the Catholic Church. ; : 

Walk worthy of the vocation with which you are called. Children of 
light, children of the Church, be not less wise than the children of this 
world. A Catholic can miss the blessings of Catholic life: let it not be 
so with any of us. 


Men of the world, my dear brethren, take more care about their 
worldly interests and affairs, and spend more time over them, than 


~ 
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do Christians, in many cases, in regard to the things of ican 
salvation. The only remedy for this is a firm and constant de- 
termination on our part to live up to the teachings of our holy 
religion, to be, in other words, thoroughly good Catholics; and I 
shall speak to you therefore to-day on this important subject. 

Let us go back to the beginning of the Church’s history, and 
imagine one of the friends and followers of our Divine Saviour 
standing at the entrance to the empty tomb of Jesus on the morning 
of His glorious resurrection. Imagine that he has lived, with the 
rest of Christ’s friends, through the sad and terrible hours from 
the night when Jesus was betrayed to the desolate moment when 
the sacred lifeless Body was laid in the sepulchre. Imagine that 
now, standing before that tenantless grave, he realizes with un- 
utterable joy the truth of the angels’ words: “He is risen; He is 
not here.” And suppose that a flash of supernatural light floods his 
soul, and reveals to him the whole meaning of the life, death, and 
Resurrection of the Saviour of mankind. Then, if he had wished 
to sum up that meaning in one short sentence, he could not have 
done it better or more truly than in the inspired words of the 
Apostle St. Paul: “He was delivered up for our sins, and rose again 
for our justification.” In those few words, indeed, is summed up 
the whole spiritual history of the human race, the whole merciful 
purpose of God in our redemption. And the mental vision of that 
disciple whom we have imagined thus enlightened would have to 
travel backwards and forwards, would have to cover the past and 
the future, in order to see in its fulness the meaning of the life 
and death of Jesus summed up in those words: “He was delivered 
up for our sins, and rose again for our justification.” “Sin” and 
“justification,” those are the two reasons for the death and resur- 
rection of God-made Man; the reasons why He became man and 
died, and rose again the third day. But those two words carry us 
back to the beginning of man’s history upon earth, and on to the 
end of the world, when the work of God’s redeeming Love shall 
be finished, and the number of the elect made up, and Satan and 
his followers chained at last and for ever in hell, never to work 
their mischief again. 

Let us now, my brethren, as far as time will allow, imitate what 
we have imagined that disciple doing at the empty tomb. Let us 
cast our mental vision back to the beginning of man’s history—to 
his creation by God. As for the future, some of what was future 
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to the disciples of Jesus is present to us; we live in it, and I shall 
not ask you to go beyond it except by remembering that what 
Jesus is doing for us now is to have its final and complete effect 
only after the last great enemy, death, has been destroyed, and the 
new heavens and the new earth are come. 

When God created man He endowed him with wonderful natural 
powers and faculties, with a wonderful beauty that in themselves 
made him an image and likeness of his Creator. He gave him an 
understanding capable of knowing God, a will capable of loving 
God, many powers of body and soul capable of being ranged in 
an orderly harmony of subjection to man’s reason and will and 
brought into play in that which would have been in any case man’s 
highest end—the loving service of his Creator. 

If God had left man in this natural condition, with simply his 
natural powers, and if man had served God with these natural 
powers, knowing God in the mirror of creation, loving God with a 
natural love proportioned to that knowledge, then man’s reward 
would have been for eternity a very perfect, yét merely natural, 
knowledge of God through the study and contemplation of the 
works of His Hands, and a very great, but merely natural love of 
God corresponding to that study and contemplation. 

There was no necessity for God to do more than this; no neces- 
sity for Him to call His creature to any higher destiny. 

But God did not leave man with only his natural powers; He did 
call him to a higher destiny. When we open the New Testament, 
especially the Epistles of St. Paul and other Apostles, we find that 
we are called by God to a destiny so high and wonderful that even 
with our Christian faith to help us we can form a faint idea only of 
its nobility. 

It is nothing less than the face to face sight of God in heaven, 
with all that this includes. And this means a direct knowledge of 
God—seeing Him, not in the mirror of created things, but “as He 
is.’ It means being adopted into the Divine Family of the Blessed 
Trinity ; having God for our close, intimate Friend and Companion 
forever, sharing in God’s own blessedness and happiness, sharing, 
by knowledge and love, the Divine Life itself. But God would not 
bring man to this glorious end without some cooperation on man’s 
own part; or, to put it another way, God willed to put it into man’s 
power to earn this heavenly reward by loving service. Yet no 
service of man, not the best actions of man have any power in 








1038 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


themselves to deserve a reward so high; and besides this, man has 
no natural power or faculty in his soul by which He could see God 
face to face, or know Him as He is. That man himself should be 
raised to the capability and power of seeing God face to face, 
knowing Him as He is, loving Him with a love so intimate that the 
affection of lovers is but a faint image of it, and that man’s actions 
during his earthly life should be raised to the capability of leading 
to this heavenly consummation, a supernatural gift was necessary, 
raising man’s soul to a higher state, putting his actions upon a 
higher, supernatural plane. 

That supernatural gift God gave to man at his creation; He gave 
it to Adam and Eve, our first parents. By that gift a heavenly 
gift poured out in their souls by the Holy Spirit Himself; they 
were made holy with holiness from God; they were made God- 
like, their actions supernaturalized and made worthy of the eternal 
recompense of the Beatific Vision; they themselves made not merely 
servants, but loved children of their heavenly Father; and Divine 
charity, supreme love of God filled their hearts. It was the gift 
of GRACE. 

Brethren, you know the sad history of how all that was lost, for 
them and for us. It was lost by sin. Because of that sin we are 
born into the world deprived of sanctifying grace with its right to 
heaven, with its sonship of God. That sad lack of grace, with the 
deformity of soul which is the consequence, is what we mean by 

» Original sin. I need not dwell on the other consequences of the 


‘\ sin of Adam, on the perversity of will, the inclination to evil, the 
) ‘personal sins which these things lead us into, the physical evil and 
woe, and death itself that came into the world through sin; its 
worst consequence is the one I wish to dwell on now, the loss of 

sanctifying grace, and with that the loss of heaven and of God. 
sed Brethren, St. Paul tells us how sin brought death into this world. 
Had it brought only bodily death, that would have been a small 
_ thing. But it brought the death of souls, spiritual death; the death 
‘,, of supernatural goodness and holiness in men’s hearts; the death of 
“supernatural knowledge of God; the impossibility of reaching that 
‘high and noble destiny for which we were made by God: it closed 
the gates of the heavenly life to men, and opened the gates of 
death and hell; it tore man from God, his Father, and made him 

\ the slave of sin and Satan. 

~. j But “He was delivered up for our sins.” By His death Christ 
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Jesus our Lord made atonement for all our sins, won back for us 
the lost gift of grace; gave us, too, in giving us grace, the gift of 
Divine charity, pardon of our sins, and the power of casting off 
sin and of winning heaven, inade possible and more than possible 
for us the attainment of our sublime destiny—the blessed sight 
and possession of our God when this poor life is over. And all 
this, dear brethren, is what we mean by justification. When these 
effects are found in a man’s soul, brought into that soul by the out- 
pouring within it by the Holy Ghost, of the Divine gift and in- 
fluence of sanctifying grace, we say that that man is justified. And 
this justification was won for all of us by the passion and death 
of our Redeemer. 

But, my brethren, you may ask, and not unnaturally, “If the 
death of Jesus won our justification, how are the words of St. 
Paul true: ‘He rose again for our justification’ ”’? 

Brethren, I reply that, while the death of Christ merited of itself 
all the blessings that we have as Christians, yet those fruits of the 
Passion have to be applied to each individual soul throughout the 
ages. They might have been applied to us, brought into our souls— 
pardon, grace, charity, holiness might have been acquired had God 
so willed it, by a simple act of faith in the past. 

But God has not chosen that they should be acquired regularly 
in that way. He has chosen a more wonderful way. He has chosen 
that the risen Christ should dwell and work amongst men now and 
always ; that there should be on earth, and all over the earth, sacred 
places to which men can point and say: “Here dwells our risen 
Lord; there He works; there He may be found; there I can come 
to Him and there find His pardon, His grace and justification.” 

More than this, God has chosen that we should be brought into 
close and intimate touch and connection with our risen Lord, so 
that from the ocean of grace that is in Him, which flows from 
the Godhead into His sacred humanity, streams of grace should 
flow from Him into us. 

Brethren, this is a reality. Christ said of Himself and us: “I am 
the Vine, you are the branches”; and as the sap flows from the 
main trunk into the furthest tendrils that are putting forth their 
young life, so the grace of Christ flows from Him to the least of 
His members. Members, I say, for so again we are, members of 
Him who is our Head. Again and again St. Paul uses this com- 
parison of the human body to teach us this doctrine of the close 
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union of redeemed souls with our Incarnate Lord. We are mem- 
bers, he says, of Christ; Christ is the Head. But members and a 
Head make up a Body—and, says the Apostle, “so also is Christ.” 
Christ has a Body, and we are members of that Body; and St. Paul 
tells us again what that Body is. “Christ,” he says, “is the Head 
of the Body, the Church. 

The living, risen Christ, has a body, then, on earth, animated by 
His spirit; and from Him grace and charity and all spiritual gifts 
flow throughout the body to each member; that body is the Catholic 
Church—the Church of which the Apostle says that Christ pur- 
chased her to Himself upon the Cross. 

Thus, then, is it true that Christ rose again for our justification. 
He rose, indeed, because the gate of death could not confine the 
Lord of Life; He rose that the humanity in which He suffered 
might receive the reward of glory; He rose to prove that His mes- 
sage was true; He rose that it might be known that when He 
claimed to be God He did not deceive us; He rose to give us the 
pledge of a future resurrection; but He rose also to live on in 
His holy Church, to gather unto Himself living members till the 
end of time. 

And so that disciple whom we imagined at the beginning, look- 
ing forward would have seen what we see now—the glorious 
Church of God, with her holy Sacraments instituted by Jesus when 
He was on earth, as the means of conveying grace and pardon to us. 
Her Holy Sacrifice wherein day by day Christ is offered up and 
His merits put into our hands to plead for us here below; the 
Church, Christ’s Body, His means of carrying on still the life of 
the Incarnation amongst us, of working His work of salvation and 
preaching the truths of life through His consecrated ministers. 
He was delivered up for our sins; but He rose again for our justifi- 
cation, and in His Church on earth for our justification He lives 
His risen Life. 

Brethren, I beseech you to walk worthy of the vocation with 
which you are called. Children of light, children of the Catholic 
Church, members of Christ’s Body, cast not away your glorious 
privileges by sin, by carelessness, by indifference. Be not less wise 
in your generation, that is, in heavenly things, than the children of 
the world in theirs. Oh, if all Catholics realized what it is to be a 
Catholic there would be no necessity to go and beg people to come 
to Mass, to receive the Sacraments, to listen to God’s truth which 
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only in the Catholic Church is fully known and taught. A Catholic 
can miss the blessings of Catholic life; by sin, by mortal sin, we 
can stop the channels by which Divine grace should flow into our 
souls. 

Let it not be so with any of us, but rather let us drink in those 
blessings to the full, and cherish as our dearest possession that 
Divine grace that flows to us in the Church from Jesus, and will 
bring us to the sight and love of God in heaven. 


~~ 





FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE DEATH OF THE SOUL 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“He that was dead sat up, and began to speak.”—Luke vii, 15. 


SYNOPSIS.—The town of Naim, in our Lord’s own country, is still stand- 
ing. The traveller can ascend the very path which Christ ascended when 
he met the funeral train. Description of the funeral procession: the 
bier, the minstrels, the hired mourners, the sorrowing mother, the friends 
and fellow citizens. Christ approaches with His companions: their 
thoughts how different from those of the mourning party. They pity 
the mother; how much more does the Sacred Heart of Jesus pity her. 
The Miracle: Jesus stops the bier, speaks words of hope to the widowed 
mother: “Weep not.” Then, to the young man: “Arise.” Christ’s words 
are of mighty power and efficacy, reaching even to the realm of death, 
and recalling the departed spirit. The wonder and fear of the people 
of Naim, who “glorify God.” 

Here is another death, worse than that of the body. It is the death 
of mortal sin. What is bodily death to the death of the soul? Christ 
said: “Fear not them that are able to kill the body, etc.” (Matth. 
x, 28). It was to restore the life of grace to sinners that He was born 
and died. If He compassionated sorrow for bereavement, how must He 
compassionate those who are dead in sin! For in this He sees, not the 
destruction of the body, but the ruin of the immortal soul. 

So, in His mercy, Jesus comes to meet us when we are dead in sin, 
carried out for burial in Hell; and He says: “Arise, go in peace; thy 
sins are forgiven thee.” He has placed this power of restoring the life 
of grace in a great Sacrament, the Sacrament of Penance. Of this the 
miracle at Naim is an image. Learn from it the evil of sin; the power of 
Jesus over spiritual, as well as bodily death, Fly from sin; and, if you 
sin, fly quickly to the great remedy. 

How strange that, with such a remedy at hand, people will go for 
months and years in sin! God is patient; but a limit ts fixed. Think 
of the warning parable of the Rich Fool. His boasting and self-satisfac- 
tion: the message at night—death (Luke xt). 

When that dread call comes, there 1s no delay: we cannot expect a 
miracle to raise us from the grave and give us another opportunity. 
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<< 9g aa the Rich Fool have given for a moment respite! (Mark 
Viii, 3 

Delay not your true and earnest repentance: come quickly to Jesus, 
Master of Life and Death, Giver of pardon and grace. He will give you 
new (spiritual) Life, and, if you ask it, the grace to persevere. Then 
will come, at the last day, a bodily resurrection more glorious than that 
of the widow's son at Naim. 


In the country of Galilee, not far from our Blessed Lord’s own 
town of Nazareth, there stood, and still stands, upon the slope of a 
lofty hill, the little town of Naim, where Christ worked the great 
miracle of which we read in to-day’s Gospel. In our Lord’s own 
time it was a flourishing place; its name meant “Beautiful” ; to-day 
it is but a squalid village. Yet it is a spot of the highest interest to 
the Christian traveller; for he can ascend the very pathway, rocky 
and steep, leading to the gate of Naim, up which the Saviour of 
Men was going when He met the sad funeral procession descending 
from the town to the place of burial without. That was a great 
day for Naim and its people. Little did they think, as they set 
forth that day to lay the widow’s son in his last resting-place, that 
they were to meet the Lord and Master of life and death; the Giver 
of life, the Conqueror of death. Yet so it was to be. 

We can imagine that sad procession. In the midst, the body of 
the young man, cut down in the flower of his youth. The corpse is 
embalmed with sweet perfumes, wrapped round with linen bands, 
carried upon an open bier: in front are the hired minstrels or 
flute-players ; round about the bier are the mourners, also hired, paid 
to express the grief of the relatives of the dead by noisy demonstra- 
tions of sorrow; while close to the lifeless body walks the grief- 
stricken widowed mother, silent in her sorrow, bitterly weeping for 
her only son, her pride, her hope, and her support. With her, as we 
read, was “a great multitude of the city”; some of them friends, 
others passers-by, who, according to the Jewish custom, had joined 
the funeral train as they chanced to meet it. 

Outside the gate of the city, coming up the steep pathway, there 
approached another procession: it is the great Prophet and Teacher 
of their country of Galilee, Jesus of Nazareth, surrounded by dis- 
ciples whom he had won to Himself, and who were full of joyful 
hope that He would deliver their country from its oppressors, and 
set up again the glorious throne of David. The two companies, so 
different in their thoughts and feelings, meet. The glad faces of the 
friends and followers of Jesus fall to a sad solemnity, changing to 
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looks of sincere pity as they see the weeping mother and learn her 
sad story. But their pity is as nothing to that of one Heart there, 
the all-sympathising Sacred Heart of Jesus, that can read the hearts 
of men, and so can fathom our griefs as we never can fathom or 
understand to its depths the sorrow of our fellow-creatures. Jesus 
stops before the funeral train: He heeds not the mourners; He puts 
aside the multitude of friends and fellow-citizens; He goes straight 
where He is needed most, straight to the heart-broken mother, true 
to His own promise, “Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted” (Luke v, 5), true to the mission ascribed to 
Him by the prophet Isaias, “to comfort all that mourn” (Is. 1xi, 2). 
He stands before that sorrowful mother, and in tones of indescrib- 
able compassion He says to Her words few indeed, but laden with 
comfort and hope, words that cause her to look wonderingly to His 
sacred face and to gaze into His eyes, in which she sees the light of 
a pity all divine. “Whom when the Lord had seen, being moved 
with mercy toward her, He said to her, weep not” (Luke vii, 13). 
Then “He came near, and touched the bier. And they that carried 
it stood still. And He said: Young man, I say unto thee, arise” 
(ib. 14). 

Words of mighty power and efficacy! Words that winged their 
way even into the dread mysterious realms of death, and found ‘out 
the spirit in its far-off unknown abode and brought it back to its 
earthly tenement again; for, at those words, lo, “he that was dead 
sat up, and began to speak.” And then Jesus “delivered him to his 
mother”; gave him back, whole and sound, thrilling once more with 
young life and energy, to the embraces of his mother’s amazed and 
rapturous love. “And there came a great fear on them all”; for 
they felt that they stood in the presence of a Supreme Power, of 
One Whom death obeyed, of One Who gave life as He willed. 
“And they glorified God, saying, A great prophet is risen up among 
us, and God hath visited His people.” 





There is another death, dear brethren, than the death of the 
body: a death far more terrible than bodily death. It is a death that 
means eternal ruin of body and soul; a death hopeless, irremediable, 
unless the same Lord Who showed His power in this great miracle 
of mercy at Naim work a still greater miracle in the resurrection of 
souls to the life of grace. It is the awful death of sin. What is 
bodily death to that? He Who compassionated the widow, He 
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Who wept at the grave of Lazarus, thought little of bodily death 
compared with the death of the soul. “Fear ye not,” He has told 
us, “them that kill the body, and are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him that can destroy both body and soul in hell” 
(Matth. x, 28). It was to restore the life of grace to poor sin- 
ners that He was born, that He lived and toiled and suffered and 
gave His very life. And if He pitied that mother who had lost 
her son by temporal death, and who might hope to be one day re- 
united to him, what must be His deep pity and compassion for foolish 
souls who, by an act of wilful self-destruction, have cut them- 
selves off from life and love and happiness, separating themselves 
by sin from God Who is all these, and apart from Whom true life, 
true love, true happiness are not? For in a sinful soul, dear 
brethren, Christ sees, not the destruction of this earthly tabernacle 
of flesh, the dissolution of material elements, separation from 
earthly joys and earthly friends, but He sees the utter ruin of that 
immortal spirit breathed into man by the very breath of God, the 
destruction of His own beauteous image and likeness; and, in the 
future, the eternal misery of bitter self-reproach, the keen anguish of 
burning desire for happiness never to be gained, a wrecked and 
wasted existence, everlasting separation from the only good, the only 
joy, the only possession worth living for—the God Who made us 
for Himself. And so, in His infinite compassion and mercy, Jesus 
comes to meet us when we are dead in sin, when we are already be- 
ing carried out to be buried in hell, when, not the mourning of 
friends, but the mocking laugh of demons is ushering us to that last 
dreadful abode of misery. He comes, and He says to the evil 
spirits, “laugh not: not yet is this soul your prey. I am the Master 
of Life, the Giver of Grace.” And to the soul dead in sins He 
says: “Arise: go in peace; thy sins are forgiven thee. Rise to 
the life of grace; rise to a new life in which sin shall no more have 
place. Go now, and sin no more.” And Christ has placed this 
power of restoring to souls the life of grace, won by His own death 
and resurrection, this power of raising souls from death to life, in 
a great Sacrament of His Holy Church, who is the mother of our 
souls. Through that great Sacrament He brings us from death to 
life, and delivers us to our Mother the Church whole and sound, 
restored to the life of grace and charity. Of this the miracle at 
Naim was an image. Learn from that miracle the evil of the death 
of sin, since He who so compassioned human sorrow for the death 
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of the body, yet made it as nothing in comparison with the death 
of the soul. Learn to hope in the power of Him who can raise 
us not only from bodily, but from spiritual death. Glorify God, 
as did the people of Naim; glorify and thank Him for that great 
Sacrament of Spiritual Resurrection that He has given us through 
the shedding of His Precious Blood. Fly, henceforth, from sin 
which cost Him so dear, which does to our souls such infinite harm; 
and, should passion or human weakness, or the force of strong 
temptation overcome you, fly quickly to that great means of grace— 
a humble and sorrowful confession, by which the life of grace can 
be given you again. 

How strange it-seems, dear brethren, that with so great a means 
of pardon, so easy of access as confession is, people will go for 
months, sometimes for years in their sins. God is very patient, but 
the time is fixed beyond which we shall not be allowed to go on in 
sin. The sinner will commit his last mortal sin; and what will hap- 
pen then? Think of the Rich Fool in our Blessed Lord’s parable. 
He was content; he had said boastingly to his soul, “Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years: take thy rest; eat, drink, 
make good cheer” (Luke xii, 19). That night he goes to his 
couch. He has but laid him down, and is falling away into the un- 
consciousness of sleep with his thoughts still running on his future 
enjoyments, when he starts into sudden wakefulness, a dreadful 
fear at his heart. An inward voice has spoken to him, the Voice 
of God; “Fool, this night do they require thy soul of thee” (ib. 20). 
“Fool! This very night, now, thou art to die.” Brethren, when 
that dread call comes, as it will come to all of us, there is no re- 
fusal, no delay. We cannot expect a miracle to raise us from the 
grave and give us another opportunity. What would that poor 
rich fool have given for a few moments only of respite, to collect 
his bewildered senses, to recall some lesson of early life that would 
help him now, to breathe one prayer for pardon. But it is too late. 
Even as he struggles to realize what is happening the hand of Death 
is upon him, and he is hurried before his Almighty Judge. “What 
doth it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss 
of his soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” 
(Mark viii, 36). Brethren, delay not your true and earnest re- 
pentance; come, and come quickly to Jesus, Master of Life and 
Death, Giver of Grace and pardon. He will restore life to your 
souls; He will give you new life, new strength, new courage, and, 
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if you will ask Him, often, fervently, perserveringly, He will grant 
you to continue to the end in the divine life of grace, so that when 
your time shall come, your bodies will die, indeed, but only to 
know, at the last great day, a resurrection far more glorious than 
that of the widow’s son at Naim; a resurrection, not to joys of 
earth, but to the incomparably sweeter joys of heaven, our dear and 
longed-for home. 





SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
BY THE REV. JOSEPH MC SORLEY, C.S.P 


“That Christ may dwell by faith in your hearts.”—Epistle of the day. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Incarnation was the fulfilment of a divine plan to unite 
God and man more closely than ever before. The presence of the God- 
Man here upon earth left with the human race an image of perfection 
and a lasting inspiration; and men were the better all during the rest 
of their history. 

Despite the shortcomings and the crimes recorded in the history of 
human civilization, there is evident a divine influence at work among 
men; and from time to time, it succeeds in producing holiness of a most 
exalted kind. All the human activities and the great events of human 
life, death, marriage, labor, are glorified. There is an inspiration to 
works of ‘charity and service even among those who are outside the 
visible church. The poor and helpless are the gainers by this; and for 
what they receive, they have Christ to thank. ; 

Much the same is the change wrought in the individual by the influence 
of Christ; it affects all his thought and all his activity. But the change 
will not come without the individual’s cooperation. 

The indwelling of the spirit of Christ in the soul is dependent upon 
the response made to the offer of grace. That response consists primarily 
in the possession of the spirit of faith. Faith must be exercised in the 
great fact of the omnipresence of God; so that wherever we go and 
whatever we do, we shall be aware that God is close to us. 

The cultivation of the spirit of reverence, the habit of acting as we 
do in church, with a sort of subconsciousness that God is near us, will 
help to foster the spirit of faith. Then, too, the remembering of this 
great fact, the greatest in life, will lead us to offer up frequent silent 
prayers. Moreover, it will suggest to us that we should act according 
to the standards of God and not according to the standards of the world, 
that we should put spiritual before material interests, and accustom our- 
selves to place others before ourselves. 

If by these means, the spirit of faith is cultivated and we go forth to 
meet Christ, as He approaches, then He will dwell by faith in our hearts; 
and we shall be blessed indeed. 





Ss are: 





It was the purpose of the Incarnation, dear brethren, to bring God 
and man together. Magnificently was that purpose fulfilled. Here, 
in this common world, a man among men, Christ dwelt visibly; He 
grew and labored, He spoke and suffered. A man among men, He 
was, at the same time, God among men. Forever, after the sight 
of Him, there was stamped upon the imagination of the race, an 
ineffaceable image of perfection. Twisted inextricably into the 
fibres of the human heart, were cords of strength, and patience, and 
supernatural holiness. God had come nearer than ever before; and, 
in consequence, man was to be for the rest of the centuries greater 
than ever before. 

The history of Christian civilization demonstrates this, dear 
brethren. For all its gloom of shadow and its many streaks of 
blood, for all its disappointing blindness and hardness, for all its 
leaden-footed following of heroic leadership and its headlong rush 
into each new discovered path to fields of gluttony and of lust,— 
for all this, Christian society, down through the ages, displays the 
ever present influence of a divine ideal. It shows the blending of 
God’s thoughts and actions with those of men; it proves that Christ 
never left the race He undertook to save at any price,—that He is 
among us in every time and place, that He is with us here and 
now. The best that is recorded in the human story, the finest achieve- 
ment of civilization, displays, like threads of gold, deeds of divine 
brightness warped through the dark woof of a carnal-minded race, 
and making an exquisite pattern of splendid beauty. In and around, 
up and down, through and about, are winded the shining threads; 
and to the watchful eye, they reveal the outline of a design fairer 
than aught the mind of man could imagine in an eternity. 

It is a different world, since Christ came here, and a different life, 
love and marriage are enobled; birth'and death are glorified. The 
hard tasks that daily fall to labor’s lot are softened and sanctified. 
The care of little ones, the training of the young, the pursuit of 
knowledge have become divine vocations; they are among the hal- 
lowed things that men and women reverence. We gather for com- 
mon worship about a Sacrificial Altar, and a Table of Wonder, where 
Christ again is offered up to save from sin, and Christ’s Body again is 
broken like bread for souls to feed upon. All through the ranks 
of the uncounted millions who have taken to themselves the livery of 
His name, there is recognized, now clearly and now dimly, yet uni- 
versally recognized, an ideal of human relationship, which is pe- 





SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 1047 
















































1048 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


culiarly Christian. Bonded by some sort of indescribable fellow- 
ship, driven by an unnamed inspiration, men and women accept as 
an inevitable duty the burden of human service. It is a conception 
that dawns gradually and in some respects spreads slowly; genera- 
tions may deny it and individuals reject it; but in the end it makes 
itself felt as the necessary consequence of being a Christian. On 
it goes, widening, deepening the channel of human sympathies, until 
human love, made pure by the touch of Christ in passing. has flowed 
into the farthest, murkiest recesses of misery; and lepers, idiots, 
drunkards and criminals, who have been rescued, rise up and call 
Him blessed. Yes! it is scarcely to be denied by the patient 
historian,—the social order of the Christian world is permeated, 
illumined, energized, by a force, a light, a power, which in some mys- 
terious, inexplicable way, comes and goes with the coming and 
going of Christianity. It is the presence of Christ making itself 
felt in the world. 

Though this indeed, has been done; though the traces of His 
passing are too plain to ignore; though the world is forever different 
and better now; still, in each individual life, the process of improve- 
ment must recommence again; and in many an individual life little 
yet has been done. What may be hoped for by each, is suggested in 
the prayer breathed by St. Paul, as he thinks of the needs of his 
dear Ephesians: “That Christ may dwell by faith in your hearts.” 

In these words, dear Brethren, St. Paul presents an ideal of what 
the life of the Christian ought to be. It should be a life spent with 
God. Every moment and each activity, all thought and endurance, 
all impulse and determination, the earning of one’s daily bread, the 
strife against recurrent temptation, the grief at great bereavement, 
physical pain and sorrow and joy, strenuous fighting and exultant 
victory, tender communion and stern performance of heart-breaking 
duties,—none of all these is apart from God. Into the grand har- 
mony of the Christian’s whole life, must be introduced the music 
of Christ’s participation, divinely beautiful, strengthening, dominat- 
ing. In nothing that he does can the Christian be quite as other 
men. 

The fulfillment of this ideal of constant communion and harmoni- 
ous cooperation with the Divine Presence, dear brethren, is a gift of 
God; it depends upon a generous grace of His, which we can never 
do enough to deserve. But it implies another element, too; for the 
bestowing of the gift is conditioned by the attitude we assume and 
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the response we make. This aspect of the matter needs to be 

considered very carefully. What is the proper attitude for us to 

assume, when God draws near? What can be done? What must 
we do? 

St. Paul has hinted the answer in one word of his,—‘“faith.” We 
should have faith. And faith is a gift which we must stretch out 
our hands to receive; it approaches, like a divine guest whom we 
must go forth to meet, and strive heartily to entertain. Faith is at 
the beginning of holiness. It is the root, indispensable to the grow- 
ing, and the budding and the blossoming of tha. fair flower whose 
fragrance should be wafted through the garden of our lives. If 
Christ is going to dwell at all within us, He will begin to dwell by 
faith. 

Faith, dear brethren, includes, of course, implicitly or explicitly, 
every single truth that God has ever taught, or will ever teach. 
There is, however, one particular point of faith which may well be 
emphasied in connection with the matter now under our considera- 
tion. This is faith in the omnipresence of God. In every nook and 
corner of this visible world, in the midst of the big and little things 
that make up the daily lives of men and women, at every moment 
and in every sort of situation, God is near to us, looking upon us, 
sounding the depths of our consciousness. He is appealing to us, 
and he is sensitive to our response, to our good conduct, or our ill- 
doing. This is, indeed, the greatest fact of human life; and con- 
stant attention to this fact is the substructure of the greatest possible 
human holiness. To believe in the constant presence of the God 
who loves us and, for love’s sake, lays a law upon us,—to believe 
in this and to act consistently with such belief, is the most prac- 
tical general rule of holy living that can be devised. The cultiva- 
tion of faith in God’s omnipresence; and the endeavor to behave 
in a fashion consistent with this faith is, then, the beginning of the 
preparation for that ideal life of which St. Paul speaks. It and it 
alone will bring us to that state wherein Christ will dwell in our 
heart by faith. 

To promote this sense of the presence of God, we should make 
the spirit of reverence habitual. It helps much, if we can bring 
ourselves always to act in the same temper as we have in church. 
This is far from saying that we may not rest and relax, laugh and 
amuse ourselves; but that always under the surface, there will be 
the subconscious sense that we are in the presence of God. It means 
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that often, or even by mere aspiration, a prayer will be offered to the 
ever-present God. It means that temptation will acquire some- 
thing of the horror of a desecration, of a sacrilege. To keep hold 
of the great fact; to refuse to let ourselves be drawn away by the 
vain argument and the fallacy of lying appearance which imply 
that here is no God,—this is the beginning of the holiness which 
ensures happiness. Remember the great fact of your life; and the 
remembrance will prepare your soul for the gift of Faith. 

Then again we must strive not only to be aware that God is 
present; but to act as if His interests were indeed supreme in life. 
The usual tendency of nature is to put material goods in the first 
place; and to rank other people after ourselves. We must go 
straight against this tendency, if we would be a fit habitation for 
the indwelling Christ. 

It is not hard to see how different our lives would soon become, 
if the central fact of consciousness were the omnipresence of God. 
It would mean first of all, the possession of a spirit of prayer. 
Prayer is not confined to spoken communications; it is not limited 
to one or two of the possible sentiments possible to the human heart. 
Prayer is well described as conversation with God. How could one 
be ever conscious of God’s presence, and yet retain from frequent 
communicating with Him? It might concern the great crises of 
one’s life, or the trifling matters of a common day; it might be a 
petition for the things we need, or thanksgiving for precious favors 
already received; it could voice the agonized sense of desolation 
in a soul terribly tried, or the quiet adoration of one telling God 
simply, “It is good to be here.” But at all times, and all places, the 
soul would be aware that God is within reach of every creature that 
cries to him, even in unspoken whispers; and its deep sentiment 
would be communicated to the closest and dearest Friend, whose 
sympathy is as certain as His power to help is great. 

Nor is it hard to see that, almost inevitably, advertence to this 
dominating Presence would lead to a transposition of values in our 
appraisal of things and deeds. The shining baubles of the world 
look lusterless enough to a man familiar with the radiance of 
Christ’s beauty. Ways of dealing that the world approves of, and 
that once we ourselves admired, shrivel up into pettiness and mean- 
ness beneath our full-grown dignity, if we have just been con- 
sidering how they look to God. The law which regulates buying 
and selling in shop and market, seems impossibly barbaric, when 
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we remember that Christ, who erected such different rules of con- 
duct for His disciples, is here present, waiting to see whether we 
are loyal of heart or base traitors. In one word, if we remember 
that God is looking at us, we are very apt to behave as God wishes. 





God into more intimate companionship with the sons of men than 
had ever before been possible; and that the subsequent course of 
human history shows how mightily men have been influenced by 
that intimacy, even independently of their wishes and despite the 
wilful resistance of many. And the large result is the creation of 
a different moral and social universe, wherein we find the best trace- 
able to the dominant influence of the ever-present God. As it has 
been in the general life of the race, so too it is to be in the in- 
dividual, who will be lifted and ennobled and who will attain his 
best development, by means of the ever active influence of the ever- 
present God. This happy consummation is the outgrowth of a living 
faith; and that faith can best be cultivated by the man who sets 
himself to practise internal reverence at every moment of his life, 
in much the same spirit as he would practise reverence in church; 
and who tries to act as a faithful disciple of Christ should act under 
the inspiration of his Master. To the soul that trains itself by this 
method, we may promise that, sooner or later, it will receive the 
blessing which Paul invoked upon the Ephesians: “May Christ dwell 
by faith in your hearts.” 





SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE DIVINE EXAMPLE 
BY THE REV. P. J. GANNON, S.J. 


“I beseech you, that you may be worthy of the vocation in which you are 
called.”—Epistle of the day. 


SYNOPSIS —Introduction. Dreams of youth. False hopes. Disillusion- 
ment. Comfort in truths of Faith—tn example of Hidden Life of Christ. 
_ Two special evils of this generation—(a) love of notoriety and (b) 
impatience of restraint. A 
wife” Instances easy to find. Contrast Our Lord’s way, even in public 
ife. 

An objection answered. Methods of God’s Church not those of the 
world. Her successes also of different sort. 





This, then, is what our text suggests ; that the Incarnation brought ; 
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_ (b) Spirit of revolt. Denial of all principles of conduct or order. Even 
in beardless youth. Tragic consequences threaten. 


Conclusion—A personal application—let every man sweep before his 
own door. 


In the foolishness and inexperience of youth, my dear brethren, 
we are apt to enter the enchanted land of dreams. Our imagination, 
kindled by the fairy tales of childhood, is liable to hold up glittering 
visions of future happiness or future triumphs, and lightly builds 
those airy castles that are so easy of construction for the ardent 
mind of youth. But, if we are not wholly lost to sense and sanity, 
we are, I doubt not, quickly disillusioned. The sorcerer’s wand is 
broken, and his spell lifted, and in the cruel glare of the truth we 
come to realize, that we are not living in any enchanted land, or 
masters of any magic forces. We come to see that for us, as for 
the overwhelming majority of mankind, Fate has decreed a strug- 
gling life, a lowly life, a hidden life; perhaps, even, a life of bitter 
poverty, of loveless solitude, of unrequited toil, or unalleviated suf- 
fering. We are taught the stern, if wholesome, lesson of our own 
weakness, our own helplessness, our cruel isolation in the midst 
of crowds. 

At such moments of disenchantment, which doubtless come at 
times to all, the soul is sorely tried. We may be tempted to re- 
pine, to chafe against the decrees of Providence, or, at best, to 
acquiesce with a sullen submission that is not resignation. The 
heart may easily swell into revolt, and harden into malice, or sink 
into despondency. We may turn blasphemers, or lotos-eaters, or 
epicures, bent on enjoying the uncertain sunshine while we may, 
and quite incurious of the deeper meaning and purposes of life. 


For when the stimulus of youthful enthusiasm is gone we reach. 


a crisis in our career. We must find a substitute, suited to our 
years, which will inspire contentment without inducing the languid 
fatalism of the East or the cold and cruel cynicism of the West. 
We must be capable of seeing clearly that we can do little, and yet 
prepared to do that little well; we must be ready to labor un- 
grudgingly without any rosy prospect of earthly reward or tem- 
poral requital. We must submit to the mysterious laws of God’s 
providence, which have ordained our lowly lot and humble sphere. 

Yet the wise maxims and facile rhetoric of human philosophy 
will not teach us this. Its oracles are utterly vain, or wholly dumb, 
before the low whimper of infinite moan that rises everlastingly 
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from the lips of men. There is but one influence, at least I know 
of none other, which is remotely capable of this difficult task, and 
that is Faith—the one clue to the labyrinth of life, the one solution 
of the Great Enigma, the only balm that has ever healed a broken 
heart, or eased it of its pain. We must turn with loving trust 
to God, who is our Father and our Maker, who knows us all, and 
loves us all, and has placed us all in those surroundings in which 
His Will would have us serve Him and earn our passage to the 
better life that alone makes this life either intelligible or endurable. 

But as the lesson of contentment is not easily learned, as all our 
natural instincts lead us violently the other way, God, who is con- 
tinually carrying His condescension to extravagant lengths, has 
done more for us in this respect than our wildest day dreams could 
have fancied. He has sent His only-begotten Son to teach us 
by word, and still more by example, that blessed are the poor, the 
meek, the suffering, the afflicted. He has given us in the Hidden 
Life of our dearest Lord a lesson which should silence every mur- 
mur and solace every grief. That it does not do so is not due to 
any inefficacy in the lesson itself. We can stop our ears to any 
music and close our eyes to any light. So, too, we can harden our 
hearts against almost any grace. The perversity of our free wills 
seems, as it were, to baffle the Almighty, until He is reduced to 
exclaiming, “What could I do for my people and have not done?” 
If only we would correspond more to His graces, how much joy 
and deep contentment would flood our restless hearts! 

Now if the Hidden Life has lessons for all men at all times, it 
is peculiarly rich in the teaching that is the specific remedy for the 
evils of to-day. Denunciation of modern degeneracy is an old 
theme, old, I dare say, as the second generation of men, and it is 
based, only too often, upon a biassed view of the present or an 
imperfect knowledge of the past. But we may safely assert, that 
at least in two respects, the age in which we live can claim a bad 
preeminence—namely, in love of notoriety, and impatience »* all 
restraint or control. 

These vices have always exercised a fatal fascination on the 
minds of men. Love of fame has been styled “the universal pas- 
sion,” and “the last infirmity of noble minds”; while as for love 
of independence, it occasioned the first sin known in Time, and may 
possibly occasion the last. But both these failings present peculiar 
features in modern times. They have obtained a quickening and an 
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extension hitherto unknown. They are moulding and modifying 
life in a manner and to an extent that it would not be easy to 
parallel in the past. Fame is now sweeter to the morbid vanity of 
man, because it means so much. Being before the eyes of the world 
is scarcely any longer a rhetorical exaggeration or a figure of speech. 
Those who now do anything out of the ordinary, from discovering 
the Pole to swindling the stock-exchange, waken up to find them- 
selves famous, not in this city or in that, but all over the globe. Our 
very features, stripped of their native homeliness by the photo- 
grapher’s art, may travel to China or Peru, and we may win, by 
our merits, or our demerits, or our money, a prominent position in 
the illustrated press, a place of honor between the popular dancer 
of the hour and the wretched murderer who is to die to-morrow. 
We may even, if we are fortunate or judicious enough, smile at 
ourselves from a cinema film, and feel at last that we have not 
lived in vain. 

Out of all this there has arisen a morbid craving for the spurious 
fame of headlines, and picture post-cards, and photographs in the 
magazines. Men will essay anything and endure anything for the 
satisfaction of seeing their names in print. When Kitchener had 
defeated the Dervishes near the Atbara, a war correspondent visited 
the hospital tent of the English, where the wounded lay, and they 
asked him, “Was it a real battle, sir, like those we used to read 
about.” “Oh, yes,’ was the somewhat questionable reply, “a great 
battle, and a great victory.” “Then we'll all be in the papers to- 
morrow,” exclaimed the jubilant soldiers. They were children of 
their age, and looked upon this as a not inadequate reward for the 
hardships and dangers of a campaign in the Soudan. 

And yet, my dear brethren, we know that, eager as our nature 
is for notoriety, we expect the really great to stand above it, to 
work for loftier motives, to do the thing that is their duty or their 
mission, and leave the rest to the impartial verdict of Time. In- 
deed it is surprising how many of the very greatest men, I do not 
say in sacred history, but even in profane have lived and died com- 
paratively unvalued and unknown. They did not beat noisy kettle- 
drums or blow tin trumpets to summon a gaping world into their 
unrivalled show. They left all that to the cheats and thimble-riggers, 
who impose with circus-tricks upon the crowd. They lived in re- 
tirement, and loved solitude, which is the mother-country of the 
strong. Even in the natural order the “hidden life” is the source 
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and measure of our greatness, the indispensable preparation for all 
solid work and lasting achievement. 

But it is when we come to the supernatural order that we 
find this truth most overwhelmingly verified. ‘Love to be unknown, 
and reputed as naught,” says the Imitation of Christ. And what 
else could it say, seeing that Christ buried himself for thirty years 
in one of the most unknown households of the world; and shunned 
with scrupulous horror the fame which His miracles attracted, and 
which it would have seemed to us, as it seemed to His disciples, 
that the success of His mission demanded? We, too, would have 
counselled Him “to show Himself to the world.” But He deemed 
the example of thirty years scarcely a sufficient rebuke to the in- 
sensate vanity of man, and even then he would enforce His precepts 
by his deeds, flying from those who would make Him king, and 
enjoining silence on the blind and maimed men whom He healed. 

With what right then, my dear brethren, do we, His followers, 
chafe at our narrow surroundings, or sigh for a wider arena, when 
we know in our heart of hearts it would only mean a wider field 
in which to display our weakness and cowardice? We should rather 
thank God, that He has placed us in safety in the valleys of life, 
and not on those beetling crags and giddy heights from which we 
every day behold some luckless wayfarer with unbalanced head 
toppling to sheer destruction on the rocks below. “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here’—not on Thabor in the light, but on Calvary in 
the gloom, not amid the loud “Hosannahs,” but amid the cruel 
“Crucifiges,” not raising bodies from the dead, but nursing our dead 
souls to life, here amid the hills of Nazareth, in Thy unknown work- 
shop, by side of Joseph, at the feet of Mary. Lord, is it good for 
us to be where Thou hast been so long, where we must perforce be, 
in the sabbath calm, in the holy peace of life obscure! 

Nor need you fear, my dear brethren, the force of an objection 
that might here be urged. It is this: “How shall the Church con- 
quer the world if all her children imitate the Hidden Life of her 
Founder? How shall she teach all nations if we are to love re- 
tirement and shun notoriety? In this age of self-advertisement is 
not self-effacement an antiquated weapon? Are not we Catholics 
perpetually reproached with not producing a due percentage of men 
famous in the arts and sciences? Is not the Church constantly re- 
minded that the so-called wise and great and learned are against 
her? Should she not come forward, then, as she could well do, and 
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insisting on her ancient glory and present victories, give the lie 
direct to these poor, broken-winded charges? 

My brethren, this objection would have great weight if the 
Church were some huge commercial trust, bidding for the markets 
of the world. Then, perhaps, more modern methods would be im- 
perative. Then, no doubt, she should endeavor to capture the 
press, and set her saints and heroes in the limelight. 

But it can never be too much insisted on that the Church is the 
direct contradiction of the world, and the law of her growth and 
power the flat denial of its laws. Her whole existence is a para- 
dox. She is a mighty army without horse or foot or guns; she 
wins astounding victories by defeat; she thrives where by all natu- 
ral laws she should decline, and declines where men might promise 
her prosperity. She carries the tidings of joy and the message 
of peace, and is ever in conflict. She lives apparently in perpetual 
danger of annihilation, yet survives to chant her requiem masses 
over the empires that assailed her. She nurtures civilization into 
being, and when the viper brood turns upon its gray-haired Mother, 
she calmly awaits the operation of God’s inexorable laws, which 
consign such civilizations to putrefaction from within and dismem- 
berment from without; and then, with her divine patience, she sets 
about raising up a new order of things upon the ruins of the old. 
When one country spurns her, she shakes its dust off her feet, and 
carries her rejected blessings to another; when one continent falls 
away, she crosses the frontiers of the next. And thus, in eternal 
ebb and flow, she passes down the ages, with strong sweep of 
mighty waters moving noiselessly because their channel is broad 
and deep, not with the loud brawling of mountain streams, bickering 
down their narrow, broken courses. 

But more sinister than our modern restlessness under obscurity 
and distaste of quiet ways, is our insubordination and impatience 
of control. The spirit of revolt has spread throughout the nations 
with such virulence that serious thinkers are growing anxious for 
the ordered continuance of society. Nor can these fears be called 
unfounded. When all allowance has been made for the exaggera- 
tion of alarmists, and when every period of unrest in the world’s 
history has been passed in review before our eyes, we shall find, 
I fear, that there are symptoms at present so grave, that we must 
be pardoned if we look upon them as quite unprecedented. 

For, first, the discontent is more widespread, more universal, more 
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deep-seated. It is more clamorous in its appeal, more menacing in 
its attitude, more unreasonable in its demands, more unscrupulous 
in its methods, more intolerant of delay, more disdainful of con- 
sequences. And, secondly, it is associated with, or indeed largely 
generated by, a bewilderment in the domain of religion and philoso- 
phy, which bids fair to upset the ethics of ages. The very Deca- 
logue is being inverted, and in the name of progress men are tam- 
pering with the moral principles that underlie our civilization. 

Doubt is now a virtue, Faith a cowardly adherence to fond 
illusions; marriage is a slavery, honorable maternity a burden in- 
tolerable to emancipated womanhood; reverence for or submission 
to authority is mean servility. Even youth is restive. “Our young 
‘Sons of Freedom’ are publishing their Declaration of Independence 
before they can well spell it, and cutting the connection with father 
and mother before they have learned to shave.” Woman is in 
revolt against restrictions that, if they curtailed her liberty, helped 
to shield her weakness and enchance her dignity. 

There is no Heaven or no Hell for modern thought. Our vaunted 
life is but a brief scramble round the pig-troughs, where all are 
encouraged to fight for an equal share of the husks of swine. The 
new evangelists tell us, with great candor, that the only heaven 
they know of, or can believe in, is here on earth, and that this 
heaven is to be attained by cutting our cables from all old moorings, 
and launching boldly out upon an unexpected ocean of change. 

They are generous with apocalyptic visions of perfect worlds. 
But, gracious God! have we not had madmen promising us mil- 
lenniums for many, many centuries, and the end is not yet? Have 
we not sought our earthly paradise over swelling tides of blood, 
and sought it quite in vain? “Man,” says a modern thinker, “is 
not what one calls a happy animal; his appetite for sweet victual is 
so enormous.” And later, he adds: “Fools that expect your verdant 
millennium and nothing but love and abundance, brooks running 
wine, winds whispering music,—with the whole ground and basis of 
your existence champed into a mine of sensuality; which daily grow- 
ing deeper will soon have no bottom but the abyss.” 

Nor should we make the mistake of underrating the pernicious 
force of these wild dreams. Ideas shape conduct and determine 
destiny, now as always. If we reason wrongly, we shall live wrongly. 
If we are fed on lies, our life is likely to prove a lie. The triumph 
of falsehood has been from old the devil’s triumph and the precursor 
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of falsehood has been from old the devils triumph and the precursor 
of storm. Tragic therefore is the aspect of our harassed epoch, 
with its blind prophets and false gods. It has wandered far from 
Bethlehem ; it has wandered far from Life and Light and Truth. 

Shall it return? We do not know. We cannot tell. He would 
be sanguine indeed who would predict the renewal of our effete 
civilization on an orthodox Christian basis; for though the world 
feels vaguely that it has gone astray, it is unwilling to confess its 
mistake or go back upon its past. It will not reverse engines, how- 
ever doubtful it may be about its course. Yet certainly it shall find 
no rest, until it seeks again the sheltering mantle of the Prince of 
Peace. 

But meanwhile our course is clear. We must see to it that we 
individually hearken to His Words and learn from His example. 
“How were the streets of Jerusalem kept clean?” asked a Scotch 
peasant of a Presbyterian elder, who was bearing somewhat too 
hard upon his delinquencies without being quite a saint himself. “I 
never heard,” replied the elder. “Well, I'll tell you; every man 
swept before his own door.” And a very good thing to do, my 
dear brethren. If we all sweep before our own doors, our city shall 
be clean. If we all hold our own outposts, the battle shall be won. 
If we endeavor, in whatever sphere we are placed, to live up to 
Christian principles we are doing all that we can do, or are expected 
to do, for the victory of Christ’s cause, which is ultimately also 
the cause of human liberty, human happiness, and social progress. 
For this purpose we must be, what our Catholic ancestors in the 
past have been, men and women of piety and purity, whose lives, 
even when poorest and hardest, were lit up by an inner content- 
ment springing from the consciousness that they were Christ’s and 
Christ was God’s! and that if the Son of God lived in poverty, and 
lowly toil, and meek submission, the sons of men would find no 
safer and no happier life on earth, no surer and no directer road 
to Heaven. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XI. Socratism, THE ENEMY oF Our CouNTRY 


The principles advanced by socialists are so utterly opposed to 
the lawfully constituted government of our day that they could 
never be fully put into working order without first abolishing this 
government. It would mean, in fact, the abolition of all lawful 
authority, the abandonment of law and order. The result would be 
anarchy, chaos, the end of civilization, a reign of terror, such as 
witnessed in the French revolution. 

In the monarchies and empires of the Old World socialists do 
their work hidden from view, like moles, since an open attack on 
government would be dangerous. They claim that a monarchy 
does not give to the people the full expression of their will which 
should be theirs in the making and enforcing of laws. They claim 
that kings and emperors exert force upon the people’s representa- 
tives in the legislative bodies, and that thus not the will of the 
people but the will of the sovereign is law. Hence in all mon- 
archies socialists are avowed republicans, eager for ways and means 
to overthrow the existing kingdom or empire in favor of a republic 
in which the will of the people would be supreme. Bebel at one 
time said: “Economically, I am a socialist, morally, an atheist, and 
politically, a Republican.” 

Since socialists are elsewhere so eagerly advocating the repub- 
lican form of government one should think that in a republic they 
would feel happy and at home. Yet we find the socialists of France 
endeavoring to undermine the authority of the French Republic. 
Why is it that the will of the people of France, as expressed in 
their popular elections, does not please the socialists? Then, after 
all, it is not a republican form of government socialism wants, but 
the abolition of government. And why should all law and order 
cease? For no other reason than to license plunder and pillage. 
Call to mind the bloody outrages of the French revolution. What 
security was there for even the poorest man who wanted to re- 
main honest! None whatever. It meant free sway for the thief, 
the hoodlum, the thug, the vicious. Persons loyal to their God and 
duty had to go in hiding or leave the country if they wished to 
keep their heads on their shoulders. Here is your socialist free- 
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dom. Look at the Portuguese republic with socialists in power. 
Look at the crowded prisons, the incompetence of office holders, 
the extravagant and dishonest spending of taxes, see how churches, 
and even orphan asylums, hospitals, schools and colleges, were 
confiscated, how nuns were driven into the streets and told to leave 
the country within a given time or take the consequences; truly if 
that is what socialists understand by freedom, equality and broth- 
erly love, we may place more confidence in the word of a plain cut- 
throat who at least means what he says. 

Considering our own country the most liberal and broadminded 
of all countries, one should think that here at last socialists have 
found one country that is for the people, by the people and of the 
people. But even here we find them at schemes for changing the 
government. Bebel, if he were alive and would come to America, 
would not say here “politically, Iam a republican.” No; that would 
not answer. Here he would say: “Politically, I am a revolutionist.” 
And socialists say so in America, perhaps not in these words, but 
their actions prove that this is their sentiment. 

For the socialist the word Patriotism has no meaning. A socialist 
is not French, nor English, nor German, nor American, he is a 
socialist. He recognizes neither nation nor authority. For him 
only one authority exists and that authority is international in 
character, commonly called “The red international.” 

That a socialist who lives in this country gets his bread and 
butter from this country, that he is being benefited and protected, 
are facts that never enter his mind. He works, in season and 
out of season, to undermine the very country that feeds him. A 
socialist never admits that rights impose duties. He is at all times 
ready to take but never to give, ever ready to destroy, never to 
build. It is actually impossible to imagine a socialist saying, as did 
Nathan Hale: “I only regret that I have but one life to give to my 
country.” 

Some time ago the question came up whether a socialist could be 
a citizen of this country. A judge, more far seeing than most of 
those who criticized him, decided that a socialist could not be a 
citizen of this or of any other country. 

A native born citizen will, of course, not recognize a foreign 
authority. And a foreigner, who wishes to become a citizen of 
this country, must renounce allegiance to any foreign power to 
which he may have been attached. 
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How can a socialist become a loyal American citizen and at the 
same time remain attached to the authority of that international 
power whose one and only object is to undermine the lawful 
authority of nations and destroy all lawful government? If that is 
not treason, what then is treason? 

Of a good citizen it is expected that he observe the laws of the 
land, that he stand by the constitution of the land, and acknowl- 
edge the lawful authority of it, in its threefold administration. A 
socialist recognizes no authority, no constitution, no law, but that 
which is expressed by the red, international union. 

Of a good citizen it is demanded that he lend every help for the 
betterment of conditions. The best of laws will have flaws. The 
socialist will say: “We cannot permit the working man to be con- 
tent, for if he is content we lose him as a member of our interna- 
tional union.” For that reason, whenever there is any real, con- 
structive work being done, for the betterment of the classes, social- 
ists will do all in their power to block a good measure. 

Of a good citizen it is demanded that he stand by his country in 
time of peril. He must be willing to take up arms if his country is 
in danger, must be willing to die for it, as thousands of others have 
died before him in the defense of home and country. The socialist 
has no inclination for this duty of a citizen. He calls the soldiers 
of his country butchers, slaves of capital, he calls the flag of his own 
country a rag. If that is not treason, what is treason? 

Hence it must be seen that a socialist cannot be a loyal citizen of 
this country. Of course, he willingly takes all the benefits the 
country will afford, but he refuses to recognize the duties of a 
citizen. 

The moment an American citizen becomes a socialist he becomes 
a traitor to his country. If a socialist tells you that a man can be 
a socialist and at the same time a good American citizen he tells 
you a lie. 

If war should break out to-morrow, Jews, Catholics, Methodists 
and Baptists, all parties, Whites and Blacks, would stand shoulder 
to shoulder in the defense of our homes, would cheerfully shed their 
blood on the field of battle. Where would socialists be found? Not 
there, for in their eyes the army of a land is a gathering of butchers, 
of slaves of capital, etc. : 

Socialists, loyal citizens of this country! As well talk of white 
ravens, of cold heat, as socialist citizens of America. A socialist 
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will rail at courts, judges and laws. Yet, if by chance, he himself is 
mobbed, if he gets the ill treatment he wishes so many others to 
get, he forthwith appeals to the same courts and judges and laws! 
He expresses sympathy for the people about the burden they 
are bearing, the taxes they are paying, and yet, if his party gets 
into power at some election the burdens are by no means less, nay, 
they become greater than before. He rails at the oppression of 
government, decries graft and the incompetence of officials. We 
have seen a socialist become mayor of a city here, and conditions 
grew so bad that he could hardly remain in the mayor’s chair for 
a single term! Graft, incompetence, extravagance, corruption are 
not abolished by socialist rule. And such people, pulling down 
while others build up, destroying while others create, undermining 
while others construct, taking where others give, they undertake to 
tell us how our government should be administered, they pose as the 
friends of the common people and boast of their achievements and 
prospects. Truly, by their fruits ye shall know them, but God 
forbid that they ever be allowed full sway in this country. 
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CONFERENCES FOR CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XXIIL Duties TowarD HomME 


My Dear Children of Mary :—Every right imposes a correspond- 
ing duty. You may claim the right of parental protection and care, 
and your parents will gladly respond, for this was the duty they 
took upon themselves when they received the holy Sacrament of 
Matrimony. Hence we speak of rights of children. But rights 
bring with them duties. If children have rights, likewise have they 
duties. 

In the foregoing conference we considered one of the duties you 
owe your home, namely, obedience. You were told of the im- 
portance obedience has upon both your training and your safety. 
Obedience, however, is not your only duty. There is another, and 
this is helpfulness. 

I have never much patience with a child who wants to be paid 
for everything it does. There are girls who will not even go to the 
grocery or the meat market without being paid for it. Unless the 
penny is in sight they will not go a step. No one has much use 
for such a child. The reason is plain. That child lacks the very 
first requisite which makes it attractive. And that requisite is Love. 

A girl who must be bribed for every step she takes in aiding a 
tired mother lacks love. Think of how this looks in the eyes of a 
stranger. There is a little girl, her tired mother is busy getting 
dinner for a weary father who will soon be home from his day’s 
work. A trip to the grocery is necessary. The girl will go, if she 
gets her penny. What love can such a girl have for her mother 
when she will not do even so little without being paid for it? 

Parents will often reward children with money, candy or other 
little presents for ready obedience. But it should never be con- 
sidered payment for work or favor done. 

If your parents at times do give you a few cents as spending 
money because you have been of some help, do not look upon 
it as payment, but as a kindness. Tell them you are only too glad 
to help them in any way you are able, to show your appreciation for 
the many favors they do you. 

Naturally your help will be very little as long as you are little. A 
trip to a store, small errands here and there, are about all that is 
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expected of you. Later on, as you grow up, you should be willing 
to help your mother in her housework. Even with your help she 
will still have plenty of work. You should tell your mother that 
you will relieve her of all work in your own room. You will take 
pride in keeping that room neat and clean. If another sister shares 
the room with you, she will share the work with you. But there 
should be one room less for your mother to care for. Later you 
may be called upon to help in your support by going to work. You 
should be only too glad that you are able to help. The motive for 
your willingness to help your parents should be love and gratitude. 
Where there is true love there will be willingness to render even 
sacrifice if parents deem it necessary. A girl who truly loves her 
parents will constantly think she can not do enough for them. 

And then there is gratitude. Just think of all that which parents 
must go through to bring up a child. How the little baby must be 
cared for, what anxiety the baby causes in sickness, what trouble 
these little tots are when they begin to walk, to talk! Remember 
the sleepless nights your mother spent at your bedside when you 
were sick, and then ask yourselves whether it is right for the 
child to step up to parents and demand payment for going an 
errand! 

To show your appreciation of home, your love and gratitude, 
be at all times ready to help your parents in whatever way you may 
be useful. 

Be solicitous for your mother in every way, and never give the 
excuse of being tired, or of not knowing how certain work is to be 
done. You can never be more tired than your mother. If there is 
any work you do not know how to do, watch your mother do the 
work, ask her to show you, and then please her by doing the work. 

Another duty you owe to your home and your parents is rever- 
ence. Your home should be sacred to you. At times you may ob- 
serve how some children will talk of their parents. Little mis- 
understandings that may take place at home are carried about by 
children, others hear of them and spread them, usually much 
elaborated. Make it a rule never to carry tales. If a brother or 
sister has received a reprimand from your parents, if misunder- 
standing has arisen between parents, if any kind of trouble has 
vexed them and caused them to be impatient, keep it all to yourself! 
Telling outsiders of private affairs will never help you; it will 
usually hurt you and your home more than you imagine. 
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Another duty you owe your home is to be proud of it. You must 
feel, and act also, as if your home was the very best on earth. 

There are other houses more beautiful than yours. Your home 
may be modest, your parents may be poor, yet you shou!1 take 
pride in your home and use care and forethought to make it look 
as nice as you can make it. 

You can help to keep the floors spotlessly clean. A well kept 
flower-bed in front of the house, a flower-pot in the window, a neat 
little vegetable garden—all that will help to make the home look 
cozy and homelike. The grandest mansion may have a shabby 
appearance, while a log cabin may be made cheerful and cozy. 

Therefore take an interest and pride in your home, spare no 
reasonable efforts to make it a cheerful home where all are happy. 

Another duty you owe to your home consists in doing your own 
share for the promotion of peace and harmony. There are people 
who are natural trouble makers. They will find fault with every 
one and everything excepting with themselves. With such people 
it is nigh impossible to live. Never become one of them. People 
living under one roof are bound to have their little differences. 
But they must live through them. They must forgive and forget, as 
they wish the rest of the household to forgive and forget their own 
shortcomings. Charity is demanded of us every day. It is a con- 
stant matter of giving and taking. One day you may be in the 
right and your friend wrong. Forgive and forget! The next time 
the others will be right and you wrong, and you will want them to 
forgive and forget. It will often require sacrifices to maintain 
harmony. You, too, must be willing to offer your share of sac- 
rifices for the common welfare. 

The final duty, you owe to your home, is to pray for your par- 
ents, for brothers and sisters. Wéith all the money in the world you 
could never repay your parents for the favors they have bestowed 
upon you. By prayer only will you be able to partly repay them. 

As you live your home-life now, it may seem to you that it will 
always be the same for the rest of your life. 

Such, however, is not the case. Home is but one stage of your 
journey through life. It may last for a number of years, and then 
after the death of your parents you will be a wanderer upon earth. 
It may be the Will of God that in course of time you have a home 
of your own. Be that as it may, the home of your youth should 
be a sweet memory to you for life. 
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Let it be a sweet memory to you, indeed, by now living up to 
your duties towards this dear home. How will you feel, if, once 
your parents have passed from this life, you must admit that you did 
not help to make their life happy, that you made them sad by 
your wilful neglect of your duties? 

Be your home ever so humble, remember there are thousands of 
children who would be glad to have a home as good as yours. 
Think of the poor orphan children, who have no one to call by the 
sweet name of father and mother. Think of the many really unhappy 
homes, and you will have abundant reason to thank Almighty God 
for the home He has given you. 

For your own peace of mind be at all times obedient to your 
parents, and glad and willing to help them in whatever way you 
can. Never carry tales from home. Take pride in it. Help to 
make it pleasant and cozy and cheerful. Try at all times to pre- 
serve peace and good will among the members of your household, 
and do not forget to make up by prayers for parents, brothers and 
sisters what you are unable to return in any other way for all that 
the home is doing for you. 























CONFERENCES FOR BOYS 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XLVII. St. SEBASTIAN 


My Dear Boys:—To find a youth reaching the years of man- 
hood and still having the heart of a child is not an easy matter. Even 
more difficult it is to find a soldier with childlike simplicity. Yet 
both was true in the case of St. Sebastian. He was the son of 
wealthy and noble parents. For a boy in his station of life it was 
the natural thing to join the army. Worldly people saw in this 
course the opportunity to reap the honors and glories of war. 
St. Sebastian saw another opportunity in being a soldier. On ac- 
count of his bravery, his noble birth, and, above all, on account of 
his amiable qualities, the emperor Diocletian bestowed special favor 
upon him. His rise in rank was rapid. Honors that come to 
others only after they have passed the better part of their life in the 
military service, were his at the very threshold of life. Eventually 
the young saint was given one of the most important and coveted 
honors when the emperor appointed him captain of the imperial 
body guard. 

The time of this emperor’s reign was a sad and yet glorious time for 
holy Church. Her sons and daughters were slain by the hundreds 
and thousands, for no other reason than that they were Christians. 
No age and no sex was spared. No Christian family was influential 
enough to escape the hatred and the fury of the heathen mob. Not 
a day passed but some Christians had to shed their blood for the 
faith. The prisons were crowded with Christians destined to suffer 
torture and death. Many Christians sought a hiding place in the 
catacombs. Among these oppressed Christians the presence of an 
imperial officer as their friend must have been a strange sight. 
When Sebastian had performed his military duties of the day he 
was found with the Christians. He would go from prison to prison, 
encouraging the suffering Christians and having a kind word for 
all. He would seek those that were in hiding, assisting them with 
advice and with money, clothing and food. Whenever he heard 
of some who, overcome by adversity, gave indications of denying 
their faith, he hastened to see them and admonish them. As one of 


the results we have two saints who in all probability would have 
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fallen away had it not been for the admonition and instruction of 
Sebastian. Two brothers were accused of being Christians and 
placed in prison. Their parents and wives, being pagans, came 
to the prison daily, begging them to make a public retraction and 
thus save their lives for their sakes. The judge, feeling confident 
that the combined appeals of wives and parents would win in the 
end, delayed the execution of sentence. In the meantime these two 
brothers had to undergo many trials. How were they to resist 
steadfastly the tearful appeals of parents, of wives and children? 
They began to waver in their faith. St. Sebastian heard of the 
distress of these two brothers, Marcus and Marcelinus, and at once 
he went to their prison to speak to them. His visit was so suc- 
cessful that he not only made them steadfast in their faith, but he 
converted their father and mother, and even the soldier who 
guarded the prisoners. They ail became martyrs and saints. 

Once he healed the wife of a soldier by making the sign of the 
cross over her. Seeing her miraculous recovery, both she and her 
husband asked to be baptized. The saint converted also the military 
governor of Rome, Chromatius, and many others. 

St. Sebastian had devised a’ wonderful plan for his life. He 
chose to be a soldier not for the sake of glory, but to do good. 
Knowing the sore distress of the Christians, he saw that he could 
be of more help to them as a soldier than in any other calling. Had 
he so desired he might have stayed in Milan, his native city. But 
since the Christians were not much molested there, he asked to be 
transferred to Rome. He lived in Rome from 283 to 288, when he 
died the death of a martyr. With many spies about him, it was no 
easy matter to do for the Christians what the saint was doing 
for five years. At last he was accused of being a Christian. The 
emperor acted as though he had never seen Sebastian. He forgot 
all at once that Sebastian was his most trusted officer. Rank, 
wealth and influence were unable to save Sebastian. He was con- 
demned to die. 

The emperor in his rage decided that the saint should die a pe- 
culiarly cruel death. A company of soldiers was detailed to make 
a target of the saint. They were to hit him with their arrows, but 
were directed not to touch a vital spot, so that his death was to be 
lingering and most painful. When the soldiers thought that they 
had done their work they left the saint. That night a Christian 
woman found him. Thinking that he was dead, she carried him to 
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her home to prepare the body and bury it in the catacombs with 
the bodies of other martyrs. To her great surprise the saint 
gave signs of life. She dressed his wounds and cared for him until 
he fully recovered. When the saint was again able to walk, he 
went to see the emperor. Diocletian, being superstitious and having 
a bad conscience, was seized with terrible fear when he saw the 
late captain of his bodyguard. He thought he saw a ghost. But 
the saint did not leave him long in doubt. He told the emperor 
that he, too, would one day meet his judge, and would have to 
render an account for all the blood he had on his conscience, and 
that this judge would be the living God whom the Christians adore. 

These words were anything but pleasant to the emperor. When 
he got over his fright he ordered the soldiers to put the courageous 
saint to death on the spot. 

And so the saint died, having been active in Rome for five years 
to help and console the oppressed Christians, who were much in 
need of a hero like him. 

After his death the saint appeared to a pious woman, revealing 
to her where his body might be found, and requesting a Christian 
burial. His body was thus recovered and brought to the cata- 
combs. Subsequently a church was built in Rome in honor of the 
saint, and his remains were transferred to that church as their final 
resting place. 

The life of St. Sebastian teaches us two important lessons. 

At the present time people are too prone to leave all spiritual 
work to the priest, never thinking for a moment that they, too, 
should do their share of it. People of the world content themselves 
with the poorest kind of religious knowledge. They leave to the 
priest the work of making converts. That, they claim, is the busi- 
ness of the priest. When a Catholic is asked the easiest kind of 
a question regarding his religion he is likely to be at a loss for an 
answer. He may say he has no time to bother with such affairs. 
The truth will be often that he knows absolutely nothing about his re- 
ligion, and he tries to cover up his ignorance by a flippant answer. If 
any one of you should see another boy growing careless in his re- 
ligious duties, will you have the heart to go up to that boy to remind 
him gently of his religious duties, to encourage him in a kindly 
way to do better in future? “Why,” you may say, “that is none of 
my business. Let the priest see to this case.” In this matter St. 
Sebastian teaches us an impressive lesson. He was not a priest, yet 
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he made converts. He was a soldier, not a member of a missionary 
society. Yet he thought it his duty to do the very thing that people 
now leave entirely to the priest. From a soldier one would scarcely 
expect such fervor and conviction as this saint showed in his short 
but beautiful life. 

How many converts have you brought to the Church? If you 
intimately know a Protestant boy, do you ever try and bring him 
to church on some solemn occasion, such as a mission, Forty Hours 
Devotion, or other special services? Do you ever hand him a book 
to read that offers instruction in religious matters? When others 
talk about religious matters in a sincere way, are you willing to help 
them find the truth by giving them the benefit of your informa- 
tion? Do not answer that is the business of the priest! Of course 
it is his business. No one will deny that. But the priest needs 
your help. It is your business to help the priest in making con- 
verts. In the first place those of another faith often have an inex- 
plicable fear of the priest. They will avoid the priest if they can. 
It is your business to remove that fear or prejudice. What the 
priest wants is that you pave the way for him. He will gladly do 
the rest. Bring such people to church from time to time. Let them 
listen to an able sermon. Give them some suitable book, like the 
“Faith of Our Fathers,” and above all, give them the benefit of 
your own good example. Very few Protestants will have the grit 
to go to a priest without some Catholic friend coming along with 
them. They may have doubts about their religion and long for an 
opportunity of being introduced to a priest. And if that oppor- 
tunity is denied them, they will live in constant dread and doubt 
for years, and possibly die in that state. Yes, many of you boys 
could bring converts to the Church if you had a little of the zeal 
that St. Sebastian had. 

And then there is a certain class of Catholic boys and young men 
that will hasten out of their way when they see their priest coming 
along. You know who they are. For a time they were members 
of the Sodality, and then they began to grow careless. You missed 
them at the roll call of the conferences, at monthly Communions, at 
holy Mass on Sundays. They drop their friends of the Sodality 
and pick up bad company. The priest can do very little with such 
boys unless you make the start. They will avoid the priest. In 
such cases it is your duty to speak to them in a kindly way, asking 
them to come to church with you. Pick out the Sodality Sunday 
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and ask them to receive the Sacraments with you. If they will not 
listen to you the first time, pray for them all the more, and try 
again. If they do go to Confession, the grace of God and the 
words of the priest will do the rest. But don’t you see that you 
must help? 

Look at the example of St. Sebastian and get rid of the notion 
that the priest is the only missionary in his parish. Each one of 
you should be a little missionary. If every one of you would be a 
missionary as St. Sebastian was, if every one of you brought only 
one convert to the rectory, how both the parish and the sodality 
would grow! These converts then would add their share of con- 
verts, and thus form an endless chain of zeal for the salvation of 
souls. Make it a point to note all those who, for some reason or 
other, have a dread of approaching the priest. If they are Catholics, 
remind them gently and kindly of their duties; if they are not 
Catholics, do all you can to remove their doubts, their fears and 
prejudices. 

The other lesson this saint teaches us is seen in his tender care 
of the poor and suffering. 

Of course we have a St. Vincent de Paul Society to take care of 
the poor. But the strength and result of any society depends on 
the quality and number of its members. You are in error by think- 
ing that this society is to be joined only by the few rich of the 
parish. If you have only a few pennies to spare you may be one 
of its members. You can help the investigating committee to find 
poor who are ashamed to beg, and thus help in lessening suffering 
both temporal and spiritual. 

St. Sebastian spent his wealth in alleviating the suffering of the 
poor and of the prisoners. He realized his risk in visiting the poor 
and the prisoners, yet that did not prevent him from exercising his 
works of mercy. 

Let us, then, ask this gentle saint that through his intercession we 
may become possessed of his zeal for the salvation of souls, and 
that each one of us may be a missionary and an angel of mercy. 








THE GOSPELS EXPLAINED TO CHILDREN 


FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
WaRNING AGAINST WorRY 


Introduction.—To-day’s Gospel contains some valuable lessons 
taken from the Sermon on the Mount. Our Lord had said: “Lay 
not up to yourselves treasures on earth, where the rust and moth 
consume, and where thieves break through and steal, but lay up 
to yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither the rust nor moth 
doth consume and where thieves do not break through and steal.” 
That is to say: “Beware of avarice and greed!” Our Saviour then 
went on to warn us against excessive anxiety about the things of 
this life. This is the passage that we read to-day in the Gospel. 

I. GospeL: Matth. vi, 24-33. 

1. Impossibility of serving both God and Mammon. 
2. Warning against worry. 

3. Worry is unnecessary and useless. 

4. Need of confidence in God. 

II. ExpLanaTIoN: 1. Impossibility of serving both God and 
Mammon.—Our Lord began His instruction by saying em- 
phatically: “No man can serve two masters.” We can easily see 
that this is true. Supposing a man, wanting to earn more wages, 
entered the service of two masters at once, what would happen? 
Could he satisfy them both? ... No, of course not; and things 
would be still worse if the two masters were enemies. In that case 
there would be a quarrel at once, and the servant would side with 
either one or the other. As our Lord says: “Either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or he will sustain the one, and despise 
the other.’ Our Saviour used this metaphor in order to bring be- 
fore us vividly the important truth: “You can not serve God and 
Mammon.” You know that Mammon means riches, or rather all 
our worldly possessions and interests collectively; so Jesus really 
told us that it was impossible to reconcile the service of God with 
that of the world. God demands that man should serve Him with 
his whole heart, and no one else. “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy 
God, with thy whole heart.” What class of people may our Saviour 
have had in view when saying this? . . . The Pharisees, who tried 
to stand well with the world and with God at the same time. What 
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was the result? They served God only with their lips, and not with 
their hearts, and that was all wrong. Hence our Saviour solemnly 
warned His followers and all of us: “You can not serve God and 
Mammon.” 

2. Warning against worry.—Service of God and service of Mam- 
mon agree no better than fire and water; and Christ went on to 
say: “Be not solicitous for your life, what you shall eat, nor for 
your body, what you shall put on.” Does this mean that we ought 
not to provide ourselves with food and clothing? ... No, of 
course we may do so; it is even a duty; but our Lord meant that 
excessive care and anxiety about such things were unworthy of a 
Christian. Some people worry until they almost lose their senses, 
and that is sinful. We must never forget that God’s holy provi- 
dence is watching over us, and that God is like a loving father, 
taking care of us. He gave us our bodies and our life; will He not 
give us also what is necessary for their support, viz., food and 
clothing? Why should we be so full of anxiety? It does no good 
at all, and Jesus referred to various things to prove this to us. 

3. Worry ts unnecessary and useless——“Behold the birds of the 
air.” . . . Our Saviour was probably thinking of sparrows, which 
abound in the Holy Land. The comparison applies very well to a 
bird of this kind, for it requires a great deal of food every day; 
but it never worries, it is sure to find enough. Moreover, its grayish 
brown plumage is sufficient clothing, and our good God causes a 
fresh suit of feathers to grow every year on each bird. Sparrows 
have many enemies, but they know how to protect themselves, 
and do not trouble about things, but live on happily from day to 
day. Our Lord might well ask: “Are you not of much more value 
than they?” Our heavenly Father cares for little creatures without 
reason, and is He likely to forget His children? Surely there is 
no need for anxiety, and it is absolutely useless. “Which of you 
by taking thought can add to his stature one cubit?” When anyone 
has stopped growing, he can not make himself any taller, no matter 
what pains he may take. In the same way can there be any use in 
being excessively anxious about necessaries of life? Worry makes 
things worse, never better. 

Our Lord drew another comparison to teach us the same lesson. 
In the Holy Land there are many lilies growing wild in the 
meadows and pastures; so Jesus used them as a metaphor: “Con- 
sider the lilies of the field, how they grow.” There are white, sky- 
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blue and bright red lilies. Solomon in all his glory could not be 
compared with them for beauty. He wore perhaps gold and purple, 
yet his magnificent robes were the work of human hands, whereas 
the lily is God’s handiwork. Beautiful as the flowers are, they 
wither quickly; if a hot wind blows for a few hours, their glory 
soon departs and then they are cast into the oven. (The Holy Land 
is poor in wood, so even dried plants are used for heating pur- 
poses.) God has adorned the lilies with wonderful beauty, al- 
though they grow and fade so quickly. Will He not clothe us, His 
children? We ought to put aside all unnecessary anxieties. 

4. Need of confidence in God.—Our Lord repeated His warning: 
“Be not solicitous therefore.” The pagans thought that their gods 
did not trouble about men, but you are not heathen! You know 
that God is your Father and that He will watch over you with 
fatherly love. Therefore you should trust Him. Jesus concluded 
the instruction by saying: “Seek ye therefore first the Kingdom of 
God and His justice, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
What do these words mean? ... Think first about saving your 
souls; that is your chief business, and your Father in heaven will 
provide what is necessary for your bodies. 

Questions for Repetition—How did Jesus show us very plainly 
that it is impossible to serve God and the world at the same time? 
. . . Against what sort of anxiety did our Saviour warn His fol- 


lowers? ... What metaphors did He use to enforce His mean- 
ing? ... What ought to be the one great business of every 
Christian? ... 


III. AppLicaTIon: 1. Points for instruction—(a) Christ’s dis- 
course reveals one thing to us very clearly—that God watches over 
everything in the world. What do we mean by saying that God 
governs the world? . . . God’s goodness is displayed even in the 
case of creatures without reason. What do we mean by saying that 
God is good? ... (b) Because God’s fatherly care supplies our 
needs, we ought to hope and trust in Him. May we hope that God 
will give us temporal possessions too? ... How do people sin 
against Christian hope? ... 

2. In what relation does this Gospel stand to the ecclesiastical 
year? ... Our Lord’s teaching is summed up in His last words: 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.” By the grace of the Holy 
Ghost we are children of God’s Kingdom. To the children of this 
world the body and life are the things of greatest importance, and 
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the soul matters very little, but to those who are truly God’s chil- 
dren the salvation of their souls is more important than anything 
else, and the body and life itself are of less account, because God 
will look after them. So the chief thought for to-day is: Our. 
principal business is the Kingdom of Christ, 

3. Think for a moment how you would answer these questions: 
Has care for your immortal soul been hitherto your chief business 
in life? Or have you thought more about eating and drinking? 
Have you not sometimes paid more attention to your clothes than 
to the robe of sanctifying grace with which your soul should be 
clad? Many of you will have to confess silently: “Yes, I have 
been a foolish child of the world in these respects.” Think what 
good all these things will be to you when you come to die, and 
remember that whatever you do for the welfare of your soul is 
done for God and for eternity. 





FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
RAISING OF THE Wipow’s Son at NAIM 


Introduction.—This miracle was worked in the first year of our 
Lord’s public life. After healing the centurion’s servant at 
Capharnaum, Jesus went to Naim, a little town seven or eight 
miles from Nazareth, and situated on the slope of the mountain 
known as Little Hermon. It probably owed its name to its beauti- 
ful position, for Naim means “charming.” Now only a few houses 
remain, but a chapel, visible from a considerable distance, marks 
the spot where the great miracle of raising the dead man took 
place. 

I. GospeL: Luke vii, 11-16. 

1. The funeral procession. 
2. Jesus—Lord of life. 
3. The people believe in Him. 

II. ExpLanaTion: 1. The funeral procession —It was evening 
when Jesus and His disciples reached Naim. According to the 
Jewish custom the dead were generally buried after sunset on the 
day when death occurred, for the great heat in the Holy Land 
necessitates speedy burial. The little town of Naim was sur- 
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rounded by a wall, and as our Saviour came near the gate, a sad 
sight met His eye: “Behold, a dead man was carried out.” The 
Jews used to bury their dead in rock-sepulchres outside the towns. 
Who was the dead man? .. . The only son of his mother, and she 
was a widow.” In front of the procession were women uttering 
lamentations and men playing flutes. Then followed the mother, 
shedding bitter tears, because she had lost her only joy and com- 
fort. Behind her was carried the dead man wrapped in a shroud, 
only his face being visible; he lay on an open bier, which was 
escorted by a troop of sympathizing friends and neighbors and 
some inquisitive spectators. The young man had evidently been 
a good son; his mother’s tears and the sympathy of the townsfolk 
are evidence of this. 

2. Jesus—Lord of life-—It was a touching scene, and our 
Saviour’s heart was filled with pity; He felt the poor mother’s 
grief, and perhaps He thought of His own death and of His own 
mother’s indescribable sorrow. With Him, however, pity was no 
mere feeling, but He went up to the woman and poured comfort 
into her sad soul. In a gentle, affectionate way He said to her: 
“Weep not.” These consoling words came to her like a message 
from heaven, and inspired her with hope. What happened? Our 
Saviour made a sign to the men carrying the bier and they stood 
still, whilst everybody crowded round to see what was going on. 
Then the Lord of life spoke with authority: “Young man, I say to 
thee, arise.” Thereupon the youth opened his eyes, raised himself 
and looked about; perhaps he asked where he was, and who had 
recalled him to life. The bystanders scarcely believed the evi- 
dence of their own eyes and ears, and said: “Is he really alive?” 
Even his mother was not sure whether it was true or not, until 
Jesus gave him to his mother—then for the second time she re- 
ceived her son from God, and her sorrow was turned into joy, and 
she shed tears of happiness instead of grief. How earnestly must 
both the woman and her son have thanked our Saviour! 

3. The people believe in Jesus—What impression did the miracle 
make upon the people? ... “There came a fear on them all.” 
They were filled with awe and reverence for Christ’s majesty. 
We can easily understand their feeling, and if we had witnessed 
such a great miracle, we might have been inclined to exclaim, as 
St. Peter did: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 
The inhabitants of Naim did not hesitate to express their real 
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opinion, and said: “A great prophet is risen up among us, and God 
hath visited His people.” 

You see how our Lord had accomplished what He wanted. His 
chief motive in working all His miracles was to lead the people to 
believe in His being the Messias, and so to bring them to the truth. 
They believed that He had come from God and in the truth of His 
words. Whoever can restore the dead to life must be the Lord of 
life, and His words are true. 


Questions for Repetition—Three instances are recorded in 
our Lord’s life of His raising dead persons; this was the first 
instance. Who was the dead man who was being carried out for 
burial? . . . How did the people show their sympathy with His 
mother in her sorrow? ... What effect had the sight of the 
funeral procession upon our Saviour? . . . What word of comfort 
did Jesus say to the poor mother? ... How did Christ reveal 
Himself as Lord of life? . . . What was the result of the miracle 
upon the people of Naim? ... 


III. AppLicaTion: 1. Points for instruction—(a) We see again 
to-day what we have often seen before, namely that Jesus Christ 
is both God and Man. How is His human nature revealed? ... 
How is His Divine nature revealed? ... What do we believe 
about the Person of Christ? . . . How many natures are there in 
Christ? ... (b) A great crowd of people followed the dead body ; 
they were performing a work of mercy. Which are the corporal 
works of mercy ... Our Divine Saviour lovingly consoled the 
poor sorrowful mother. This was another work of mercy. Which. 
are the spiritual works of mercy? ... (c) By His authority Jesus 
restored the young man to life, saying to him: “Young man, I say 
to thee, arise.” Christ will restore us, too, in the same way; we all 
believe in the Resurrection of the body. How long will our bodies 
remain in the earth? . . . Will all men be raised to life at the last 
Gyr... 

2. What is the significance of this Gospel in the ecclesiastical 
year? . . . It is closely connected with last Sunday’s Gospel, which 
taught us to seek first the Kingdom of God; and to look after our 
souls, for God will take care of everything else. To-day we see 
the truth of this doctrine. Our Lord helped the poor mother in her 
trouble, and God will help us too, so let us trust Him like children, 
and never distrust Him. God can help us, for He is almighty, and 
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He will help us, for He has promised to do so. Therefore the chief 
thought for to-day is our great Helper in time of need. 

3. The thought of the dead man reminds us that we must die.’ 
Perhaps you think death is far away, but are you sure? Death 
comes, we know not when, where or how. It stands close in front 
of the old, and it lurks behind the young, but it is sure to come, 
or rather it is already in us, since we are made of dust, and must 
return to dust. It is ordained for man once to die. We shall die 
once, and as we die, so we shall be for ever. We ought often to 
think of death. Look at your hand; there is a great M marked 
on it, and this should remind you of two Latin words: Memento 
mori, remember death. In the “Following of Christ,” that wonder- 
ful little book, we read: “Blessed is the man that hath the hour of 
his death continually before his eyes, and daily putteth himself in 
order for death” (I., 23, § 2). 





SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Curist HEALS THE DropsicAL MAN. PARABLE OF THE SUPPER 


Introduction.—On the second Sunday after Pentecost we read 
the parable of the great Supper. When did Jesus speak this 
parable? ... Our Lord was probably in the region of Peraea 
beyond the Jordan, and had already begun His last journey to 
Jerusalem. There were many Jews in Peraea, and a rich Pharisee 
invited Jesus to supper on the Sabbath day. Other guests were 
present, especially lawyers and Pharisees. Before the meal began, 
the dropsical man was cured, and whilst they were at table our Lord 
related three parables to the host and the other guests. We read 
the first of them to-day. 

I. GospeL: Luke xiv, I-11. 

This Gospel falls into two parts—the miraculous cure and the 
parable. 

(a) The miraculous cure. 
1. The Pharisees lay a trap for our Lord. 
2. Our Lord lays a trap for the Pharisees. 
3. Jesus gives His decision. 
II. ExpLanation: The Pharisees lay a trap for Jesus—How 
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came the Pharisee to invite our Lord to be his guest? What in- 
duced him to do so? He may not actually have had a bad inten- 
tion, but he certainly had not altogether a good one; for the Phari- 
sees were always hostile to Jesus, who had often told them the truth 
about themselves quite openly, and they could not forget it. Why 
did our Saviour accept such an invitation? He was too generous 
to requite evil with evil, and acted like a good father who is al- 
ways considerate towards a bad, ungrateful son, hoping to induce 
him to do better. The giver of the feast may not have had any 
bad motive, but the other guests were full of malice and treachery; 
how do we know this? . . . We are told that they watched Jesus; 
they never took their eyes off Him and were trying to discover 
some point in His behavior that did not agree with their customs. 
They listened to every word that He said, hoping to find something 
that contradicted their doctrines. “Behold, there was a certain man 
before Him that had the dropsy.” This was strange; why should 
a sick person have been present at a feast? He may have been led 
thither by his own suffering and his confidence in Jesus, but it is 
possible that the Pharisees brought him in, because they wanted to . 
lay a trap for Jesus. They knew that if He saw the poor creature 
He would certainly feel pity and heal him. This was their plot, 
and, if it succeeded, they intended to denounce our Lord as a Sab- 
bath breaker. 

2. Jesus lays a trap for the Pharisees—Our Saviour soon saw 
the Pharisees’ trick. How did He avoid it? He had only to say 
a few words and they were at once speechless with confusion. He 
asked them: “Js it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?” Could they 
answer? No, what could they say? They did not venture to say 
“No,” because any one could see that it would be heartless and 
unreasonable to refuse to cure a sick man on the Sabbath. If they 
had said “No,” they were sure that our Lord would not hesitate 
to rebuke them, but they would never say “Yes,” for they would in 
that case have contradicted themselves, and their own teaching and 
opinions. Consequently they said nothing at all, but silence gives 
consent ; what did they consent to by their silence? .. . 

3. Jesus gives His decision—As the Pharisees said nothing, our 
Lord Himself answered the question. “He, taking him, healed him 
and sent him away.” It was soon done, and was the best possible 
interpretation of God’s Commandment. The miracle shows plainly 
enough that Christ is the Supreme Interpreter of the law, and, if 
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the Pharisees had not been quite blind, they would have said 
humbly: “We were wrong, but now we believe.” They were too 
proud, however, to act thus, so our Saviour put them to shame a 
second time by asking: “Which of you shall have an ass or an ox 
fall into a pit, and will not immediately draw him out on the Sab- 
bath day? This was a striking comparison, but tell me first what 
is meant by an ass or an ox falling into a pit... . In the Holy 
Land there are very few springs, so the rain water is stored up in 
large cisterns, and occasionally animals fall into them. If such a 
misfortune happened on the Sabbath, would the Pharisees leave the 
poor creature to drown? No, even they accepted the principle: 
“Necessity knows no law.” To act otherwise would be most un- 
reasonable and in direct opposition to God’s will. What was the 
answer to our Lord’s question? “They could not answer Him, but 
their silence implied a great deal. The argument was plain: If it 
is lawful to save an animal that has fallen into the water, it must 
be still more permissible to help a poor sick man who is dying of 
dropsy. We can imagine the rage of the Pharisees at being put to 
silence. This cure took place before the beginning of the feast, at 
which our Lord spoke the parable that forms the second part of 
to-day’s Gospel. 

(b) The Parable. 

1. The reason for our Lord’s uttering the parable. 
2. The parable itself. 
3. The lesson taught by the parable. 

1. The reason for uttering the parable—St. Luke tells us why 
our Lord uttered it: “He spoke a parable also to them that were 
invited, marking how they chose the first seats at the table.’ We 
generally arrange our guests according to their rank and age, and 
the places of honor are in the middle of the table, to the right and 
left of the host. The Jews had a similar custom, and it still pre- 
vails in the East. People are extremely careful to give each of 
the guests his proper place. At the supper of the Pharisee’s house 
there was a great deal of pushing; all claimed to be very strict 
Pharisees, and each thought himself better than his neighbor, for 
all alike were puffed up by pride and self-importance. Our Lord 
seized the opportunity of trying to cure them of these maladies. 
He knew beforehand that they would take offence, but that did not 
prevent Him from telling them the truth, and rebuking them for 
their vices. 
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2. The Parable—What advice did Jesus give to His fellow 
guests? .. . “When thou art invited to a wedding (notice that our 
Lord said ‘wedding,’ and not ‘supper,’ in order to give less offence), 
sit not down in the first place. It is better to be modest and take 
the lowest place. What reason did Christ give for this advice? ... 
Some other guest may come in, of higher rank than yourself, and 
more closely connected with the master of the house, and then, if 
all the other seats are occupied, you may be asked to move and take 
the lowest place. That would be disagreeable both for the giver of 
the feast and for you, since you would be humiliated before the 
other guests. But if you begin by taking the lowest place, the 
master of the house will honor you by saying aloud: ‘“‘Friend, go up 
higher.” ‘ 

3. The lesson taught by the parable-—The lesson applies not only 
to feasts, but to our whole life as Christians. The gist of the 
parable is: Be humble; and our Saviour explained it in the words 
with which He concluded it: “Every one that exalteth himself shall 
be humbled, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” This 
is a great law in God’s Kingdom, but the Pharisees réfused to 
understand it, and, regarding themselves as the highest and best 
of their nation, they expected to be the first in the Kingdom of God. 
Those will be first who have understood and followed our Lord’s 
teaching: “Learn of Me, because I am meek and humble of heart.” 

Questions for Repetition—Where did the events recorded in to- 


day’s Gospel take place? . . . With what intention did the lawyers 
and Pharisees observe our Lord’s behavior? ... How did the 
Pharisees lay a trap to catch our Saviour? ... What question 


did Jesus ask, showing that He saw through their designs? ... 
How did Christ practically settle the question about keeping the 
Sabbath? . . . By means of what metaphor did Jesus show that He 
understood the Pharisees’ narrow-mindedness? ... What made 
our Lord utter the parable about the arrangement of guests at a 
wedding feast? . . . What important lesson does the parable teach 
WE ca. 

III. Apprication: 1. Points for instruction—Jesus asked :“Is 
it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?” and then He cured the sick 
man. This shows that works of charity are not a desecration of 
Sunday. What sort of works are we forbidden to do on Sun- 
day? ... Our Lord said also: “Which of you shall have an ass 
or an ox fall into a pit, and will not immediately draw him out on 
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the Sabbath day?’ Under what circumstances are servile works 
permitted? ... Christ was present at a supper party on the Sab- 
bath, so we may enjoy ourselves as Christians on the Lord’s day. 
What things desecrate Sunday in a very special way?... 

2. What lesson does the Church wish to impress upon us to- 
day? ... Our chief duties are to give to God the things that are 
God’s, and to be careful about our own salvation. Sunday, the 
Lord’s day, is given to us that we may then attend particularly to 
these duties, and we ought to keep the day holy by attending Mass 
and by performing works of Christian charity. The chief thought 
for to-day therefore is the observance of Sunday in the Kingdom 
of Christ. 

3. “Every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled.” These 
words are true for all time, and they contain our Lord’s condemna- 
tion of the Pharisees. Is there not a little Pharisaical spirit in 
your hearts? Do you never push yourselves forward? Do you not 
like to think yourselves better than others? Do you never look 
down on others? We have no reason to be proud, but every reason 
to be humble. Learn humility from Jesus! Often say that beauti- 
ful little prayer: “Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make my heart 
like unto Thine!” 





SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 


Introduction—Among the Jews there were two great parties, 
the Pharisees and the Sadducees. The former were very strict and 
laid too much stress upon the outward practice of religion; the 
latter were free-thinkers and rejected most of the Jewish doctrines, 
especially the resurrection of the dead. On the occasion of which 
we read to-day the Sadducees had just asked our Lord a question, 
hoping, of course, that He would not be able to answer it. He had, 
however, given them so plain and emphatic a reply that they could 
say nothing more, and went away silent. The Pharisees were de- 
lighted when they heard that the Sadducees were silenced, so they 
came to Christ to try if they could puzzle Him with a disputed 
question. This took place in the Temple, not long before our 
Lord’s death. 
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I. GosPEL: Matth. xxii, 35-46. 

1. A lawyer asks which is the chief Commandment. 
2. Jesus answers. 
3. Jesus asks the Pharisees a question. 

II. EXPLANATION: I. Question concerning the chief Command- 
ment.—In the Jewish law some Commandments were great and 
others little, but people were not agreed as to which was the great- 
est or chief Commandment. Just at the time of Christ a hot dis- 
pute on the subject was going on between learned Jews of different 
schools of thought. The Pharisees held that whoever outwardly 
served God, said long prayers and observed all the ritual, was keep- 
ing the whole law. Their entire religion consisted of external 
things. So they came to Christ to ask His opinion. Who asked the 
questions? . . . A doctor of the law, in order that the Pharisees 
might seem to be very anxious to hear the truth, but they were not 
acting quite honestly ; what were they secretly wanting to do? ... 
They thought: “Even our greatest doctors of the law have not yet 
settled this disputed point, so Jesus is sure not to be able to settle 
it.” They wanted to drive our Lord into a corner. What a triumph 
it would be for them, if He were at a loss for an answer. Then 
they would be able to boast that they had succeeded where the 
Sadducees had failed. 

2. Jesus answers.——However, the Pharisees were utterly mis- 
taken. Without a moment’s hesitation Christ settled the matter: 
““Thouw shalt love the Lord, thy God, with thy whole heart’... 
This is the greatest and the first Commandment. And the second 
is like to this: ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy self’” We 
may say that Jesus hit the nail straight on the head, for His answer 
“ was so plain and direct that no one could say a word against it. 
The lawyer was astonished, and at once agreed, as St. Mark tells 
us (xii, 32), for he cried: “Well, Master, Thou hast said in truth.” 
To love God and one’s neighbor is the gist of the whole law of 
God, and whoever does this fulfils the whole law. As Christ said: 
“On these two Commandments dependeth the whole law and the 
prophets.’ He who loves God keeps the first three Command- 
ments, and he who loves his neighbor keeps the remaining seven. 

3. Jesus asks the Pharisees a question.—The Pharisees had fared 
no better than the Sadducees, and had also been reduced to silence 
by Jesus, who now made use of the opportunity to instruct His 
opponents and also perhaps to make them feel ashamed. He spoke 
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openly before the people, so that everyone could hear what He 
said. What question did He ask the Pharisees? .. . “What think 
you of Christ? Whose Son is He?” The question was short and 
apparently simple, and the Pharisees, suspecting nothing, replied: 
“David's.” This was quite right, for Christ was descended from 
David. So Jesus accepted their answer and said: “How, then, doth 
David in spirit call Him Lord?” In the 109th Psalm David says 
of the Messias: “The Lord said unto my Lord . . . (that is to say, 
God said to His Son): ‘Sit Thou at My right hand.’” When was 
that prophecy fulfilled? . . . At Christ’s ascension God the Father 
bestowed His whole majesty upon His Son and made Him Lord 
and Judge of the world. At the day of judgment Christ’s enemies 
will lie prostrate before Him. What truth did our Lord reveal 
plainly in these words? . . . He said: “I am both David’s Son and 
God’s Son.” The Pharisees were speechless and could find nothing 
to say. Thenceforth they felt no desire to encounter our Lord, 
and we can well believe that it was not pleasant for the chief men 
of the nation to be put to shame before the common people. 

Therefore on this occasion again Christ proved to His enemies 
that He was the Messias, the Son of God. If the Pharisees had 
been honest and had really loved the truth, what would they have 
done? ... They would have believed in Christ. But they abso- 
lutely refused to believe and remained obstinately in their unbelief. 

Questions for Repetition—What induced the Pharisees to ques- 
tion Jesus? . . . Why did the lawyer ask our Lord which was the 
chief Commandment? . . . What bad intention underlay the ques- 
tion? .. . How did Christ settle the disputed point? . . . What 
did Christ mean by saying: “On these two Commandments de- 
pendeth the whole law and the prophets”? . . . What question did 
our Lord ask His enemies? : . . With what intention did He ask 
it? ... What is the meaning of the words quoted from the 
Psalms? . . . How did the Pharisees show by their behavior that 
they were to blame for their unbelief? ... 

III. AppLicaTIon: 1. Points for instruction—(a) Christ speaks 
of Himself as David’s Son and as God’s Son. What do we believe 
about Him? . . . Why is Christ both Son of God and Son of Man? 
... From whom did He take His human nature? ... From 
whom did He take His Divine nature? . . . (b) What is the chief 
Commandment for us Christians? . . . Why do we call it the chief 
Commandment? ... (c) God saith to His Son, “Sit Thou at My 
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right hand,” and in the Credo we say: “He sitteth at the right hand 
of God.” What do these words mean? ... (d) Why did not the 
Pharisees believe in Christ? . . . They were too proud. To have 
faith is not enough to know the truth; the will is the chief thing; 
but humility is also needed. 

2. The Significance of this Gospel in the ecclesiastical year—The 
Kingdom of Christ is the Kingdom of love; we saw that on the first 
Sunday after Pentecost, and again the twelfth Sunday, in the 
parable of the good Samaritan. The love of our neighbor proceeds 
from true love of God. To-day Christ teaches us the importance of 
both, for they are the great things in Christianity. So the chief 
thought for to-day is: Love of God and love of our neighbor form 
the centre of all Christian life. 

3. What lesson ought we to learn from this Gospel? ... To 
believe and to love. Faith is a gift for which we ought to pray 
with humility, as the Apostles did when they said “Lord, increase 
our faith.’ We must keep our faith awake, and not let it go to 
sleep in our hearts. “O my God, I firmly believe all that Thou hast 
revealed and that Thy holy Catholic Church teaches us to believe.” 
Love of God and love of our neighbor are two wings by which the 
soul rises to heaven, or, as St. Augustine says, they are the two feet 
on which we go to God. Let us try above all things to have true 
faith and true love. 


PASTORAL PART 


ANALECTA 


NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 
AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


Acta Pu Papae X. 

I. The Holy Father wrote a letter to Father F. X. Wernz, 
Master-General of the Jesuits, congratulating the Society 
on the hundredth anniversary of its restoration. He lauds 
their work as missionaries, teachers and preachers of 
retreats. 


From the Holy Office. 


I. In answer to certain Dubia proposed, the section on 
Indulgences has decided: 


1. In parishes where the pastor has welcomed the work 
of the Propagation of the Faith and has delegated charge 
of it to one of his assistants, both of these priests possess 
the faculties and privileges granted in this connection by 
the Holy See. 


2. When the Bishop has appointed a diocesan director, 
the faculties belong to both the Bishop and his appointee. 


II. Indulgences, both plenary and partial, are granted to 
sodalities created for the reading of the Gospel. Besides 
the daily reading and the work of enlisting others, a prayer 
is recommended: Da, quaesumus, Jesu, ut tuo sancto obse- 
quamur Evangelio. 


III. Those who are admitted to Confraternities properly 
so called, must have their names inscribed on the books of 
the Superior of the nearest canonically erected society. 
The Holy Father has given a sanatio of all defects hitherto 
existing in the inscription and transmission of names, and 
declares that, while the obligation of transmitting them re- 
mains in conscience, still the faithful who have joined re- 
ceive the indulgences and other spiritual favors. April 23, 
1914. 
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IV. To gain an indulgence which requires Sacramental 
confession as a condition, a confession made within two 
weeks preceding is sufficient, unless the penitent were bid- 
den to a different course of action by the judgment of a 
prudent confessor. April 23, 1914. 

V. The Holy Father has granted special favors and 
indulgences to members of societies of temperance or ab- 
stinence from intoxicating drink. Besides plenary and 
partial indulgences he has granted that all Masses said by 
ony priest for defunct members of such organizations shall 
carry the same benefits as if celebrated at a privileged altar. 
May 21, I914. 

From the Congregation of the Consistory. 

In answer to the inquiry whether Italian priests could 
accept the office of municipal or provincial councillor, the 
Congregation decides that it is not permitted unless with 
the consent of the priest’s Ordinary and also of the Bishop 
of the place where he is to exercise his functions. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


COOPERATION 


Wilhelmina, a widow with one child to support, ekes out a scanty 
living by keeping a notion store and renting rooms to a few lodgers. 
Juliana is a very liberal customer and purchases many things at the 
store of the widow. She has a son, a good fellow, but a little wild, 
who is in love with Alberta. He has tried to pay his addresses to 
the young lady at her home, but her parents will not permit him to 
do so. They have also forbidden Alberta to call at the house of her 
lover’s parents. To avoid the difficulty, Joyce, the lover, hires a 
room in the house of Wilhelmina and there he receives the visits 
of his sweetheart. Wilhelmina is now scrupulous about the matter 
and wishes to know from her confessor whether she can continue 
to rent the room for this use. 

Answer.—The confessor must first find out what effects are con- 
sequent upon these secret visits of Alberta to the room of her de- 
voted Joyce. Are these visits the occasion of serious sin? Do they 
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give serious scandal? The lovers may meet and yet have no temp- 
tation to sin; or they may sin. If the widow has moral certainty 
that her lodger uses the room for the purpose of sin, then she must 
refuse to let him have the room. If she does not so act, she is 
guilty of cooperation in his sin. If the secret meeting becomes 
known then scandal will inevitably follow, with the loss of reputa- 
tion to both parties. However, Wilhelmina is not certain that any 
sinful action takes place; and no one knows of the meeting but her- 
self. Besides, if she dismisses Joyce, she will have difficulty in 
renting the room. This she knows from experience, and it is a 
serious matter with her, for she earns scarcely enough to pay for 
her own rent and support herself and child. Before compelling 
her to refuse the room to her lodger all these circumstances must 
be weighed. She fears likewise, and with good reason, that she 
will lose the trade of Juliana, which is a very considerable item in 
her battle for proper existence. If sin is committed, not even these 
circumstances will permit her to keep the room at the disposal of 
the young people. She must get rid of them. If they do not come 
together for evil purposes, but merely to see each other and spend 
a happy hour or two, and no scandal is the resultant, then we do 
not think that she is obliged to suffer the grave consequences 
alleged, but can continue to derive her revenue from the rental of 
the room. There is one thing certain: that is, Alberta is disobeying, 
if not the letter, at least the spirit, of the prohibition of her parents. 
Yet it is no part of the duty of the widow to force obedience from 
Alberta. In any case she can not control Alberta on this point. So 
the widow is no determining factor in this disobedience. She is 
not to blame. In default of good reasons to the contrary we do not 
think it obligatory for Wilhelmina to dislodge the youthful schemer. 

















fle moriae 
ti X. Pontificis Maximi 


QUI OVES CHRISTI PASCUIT 
DOCTRINA LITTERIS EXEMPLO 
IGNIS ARDENS 
UT VERBUM DEI ANNUNTIARETUR 
ET CLERUS SALUBREM DOCTRINAM FONTE PURISSIMO 
DUPLICI SCILICET TESTAMENTO DIVINO 
HAURIRE SEMPER POSSET 
INDEFESSAM NAVAVIT OPERAM 
QUEM ECCLESIA TOTA COLUIT LUGET RECORDABITUR 


Diem obiit supremum die 20 Augusti 
A. R. S. MCMXIV 


OMNIA IN CHRISTO 





